Christmas Party frivolity.

Asitisour tradition to not burden any member with trip report duties
for the Xmas Party I'll share some of my thoughts...

It was great to see aturn out of 11 families, who braved the weather (both the tor-
rential rain and the un-seasonal heat), there was an upside to the inclement weather
of Friday and that was to see the club have the Cedar’ s Grove campsite almost to
themselves.

Driving activities were limited due to the rain and wet tracks, but what driving that
was done, once the tracks had dried out, was enjoyed by all. Many thanks to the
Wheelies for their leadership out on the tracks.

Bev and Allan (supported by many) again put on a wonderful show of food and the
decorated tarp was an ideal place to gather.

On apersonal note, it was fantastic to be out, in such a nice setting, with good peo-
ple who little Kayla spent hours cruising around ‘ getting to know’ abit better.

Oh, and many thanksto ‘ Santa
Two questions arise:-

Where did he park his reindeer?
And what are his weight loss secrets??

And remember...

The newdletter isavailable
online...

Goto

http://www.users.on.net/
~ddarmody/dloads/dloadpage.htm

Y ou will need the latest version of Please forward any feedback to the edi-
Adobe Reader to download the newslet-  tor on trackseditor@adsl.on.net
ter. (alink to Adobe is on the page).
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President’s Ramblings

Welcome to the first Presidents Report which will be aregular item in our monthly newsletter.
So, here we go.

Specia congratulations to Natasha and Greg on the birth of their son Benjamin. Not all went to
plan as Benjamin dislocated his hip during birth and is now in a splint. It looks like young Benja-
min is going to be a troublemaker and keep Natasha and Greg busy. We wish Benjamin a speedy recovery.

WEell hereit is Xmas again. The busy time of the year with the extra shopping and people to visit and share the festive season. It
seems every year is shorter than the previous. | guess next years resolution will be to complete the tasks not done this year, at least
that will be my New Y ears Resolution.

Our membership is still growing and again we are taking stock of requirements for our monthly meetings. With more people attend-
ing our monthly meetings perhaps we should be looking for more appropriate premises. | know we have been down this path on pre-
vious occasions but we do need to investigate our options and a sub committee has been appointed for the task and they will report
back in due course.

Reports back from members who braved the elements at our Xmas party indicate that they all thoroughly enjoyed themselves. On the
down side unfortunately the event was not well attended with the weather causing some people concern. That aside perhaps next year
consideration could be given to hold asimple BBQ in a park close by so that Santa does not have so far to travel and then the kids
could go away for their celebrations. | would like to thank all those who hel ped make the weekend the success it was especially
Allan and Bev for again arranging the catering, thanks.

On behalf of the committee we wish all members
and their family avery merry Xmasand asafeand REBEL’S off road Camper Trailer is FOR SALE
prosperous New Y ear. Queen size bed with new 130mm high density mattress
2700 x 2100 annexe complete with groundsheset
2400 wide full length awning with 2 ends
Draught screen at rear of trailer
Trailer fully lined with heavy carpet to ensure good location and protec-
tion of contents. Fully lockable

Greg and Natasha would like to thank all
thoise club members who visited, called or
otherwise passed on their thoughts over the
birth of their baby boy. Benjamin Mark was
born on November 27. Weighing in at 8Ib
3oz.

Welcome to the world Benjamin, we look
forward to seeing you and your mum (and
Dad | suppose) on many trips and outingsin
the near future

Stacy and Jeff Wicks are master distribu-
tors of ‘Cellfood’ on the Fraser Coast. Cell-
food can be purchased from L uxtons Phar-
macy in Maryborough. In Hervey Bay, Cell-
food can be purchased from the Amcal
chemists, Beachside Pharmacy and Turn 2
Vitamins.

Any enquiries on Cellfood to Stacy on 4122
3580

Under bed storage access, lockable

60l water tank. Tamper proof filler

Heavy gauge (12v) wiring to inside for fridge, lights etc
Large, lockable storage on draw bar

Swing up pneumatic tyre jockey wheel

Off road hitch

Internal Privacy screensto all windows

Insect screens to all windows and door

Complete with all guys, pegs, poles and spreaders
BFG tyresto Nissan/Toyota rims (6 stud)

Two jerry can holders. Two gas bottle holders
Stored undercover since new (one owner)

Tube pole storage
BY O stove
$4000.00 ONO
$3500 for club members!
Also for sale

Toiket/shower tent with external frame, will support solar or bucket style
shower. Includes bracket for power shower.

$25.00

Ring Rob on 4123 2519



Amid pouring rain, we set out with our

10.30am and set up on nice grassy
sites. After a quick cuppa set off
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| took a week to drive to the competition site 60 k north of Windsor on the Putty road. This gave me time to spend a day at
the Aussie Motorcycle Trials Champs at Benoble near Canungra (1 used to compete till ayear or so ago), and visit relos. on
the Sunshine Coast and Sydney.
| got to the comp. site early, and snuck in to reserve the best camping area for the Club, using rope, branches and bunting.
The Club, by the way, was the Hastings Valley Offroad Club, based in Port Macquarie, where | used to live.
By the time the rest of the team arrived, | had set up camp, prepared Little Red for competition (additional side rails, re-
moved the spare wheel and rear lights, attached snatch straps etc), and walked through the first 4 tracks. From previous ex-
perience, they looked driveable - in the dry! But it rained most of the night and sprinkled most of day 1.
| was driving on new 35 inch Maxis Bighorn radials, a new tyre on the market, with an additional ply in the sidewall and in
the tread. They were fitted to new rims with Staun internal inflatable Beadlocks - | hadn®yet tried them out on serious 4WD
tracks.
The team comprised the infamous Mad Cow (an outrageous jeep painted like a Friesan); a huge Hilux who placed well in
last year® Tuff Truck Challenge; a Patrol trayback; and Little Red - the reserve was an almost stock SWB Patrol. Verifica-
tion (scrutineering) generated a flurry of activity to extend wheel arch trims to cover the tyres, attach snatch straps, fit win-
dow nets, and paint towpoints red.
Anyway, eventually, my turn came at track 1. | had a good drive up to the last rockstep, lined up beautifully, dropped the
clutch, hit thegasand................... stopped dead! Diff on arock. | hadn®allowed for the reduced clearance of the
radial tyres at reduced pressures. @#** & #!* & $%%.
There are 4 classes in the Nissan Trials - Standard, Modified, Open and Outlaw. | was driving Modified. Y ou can drive up a
grade if you wish, so as the modified line in track2 looked ugly, | drove the Open line, and made it, except for the last rock
step, where the right-hand CV gave up the struggle.
With the Team Leader®@help, the 3 of us changed CV and shafts and we were back in an hour.
Not doing too well with the pointscore, but things improved on the next track. It was a doozy, starting with a steep dlippery
rock slab which had tree roots half way up. Very few trucks were making it up, and those that did were fishtailing and
scrabbling and spitting and dliding. It seemed a good opportunity to test the Bighorns and Staun bead-locks, so | dropped the
pressureto 12 psi. Wow, unbelievable, we flew up easily, dead straight, no problems!
The next bit was a horrible slippery camber, and most trucks dlid sideways into a tree and stopped. Despite the low pressure
and camber, the beads stayed put, and we kissed the tree as we passed. The Modified line on the last hillclimb was badly
dug out, so | opted for the Open line, despite watching a recovery on it for half an hour and the official©® comment that it
was a "truck breaker". Hey, what® the problem? If you have Bighorns and Stauns and 12 psi you just boot it and drive
straight up! So we got our only 100 max points.
Then followed atypical and very tedious wait of several hours, only to
be told that they were closing the track till Sunday morning! #@$#3$%

It dried out a bit overnight, and at last we got to drive Track 4, but,
feeling a bit left out and starved for attention, the left-hand CV broke -
too much enthusiastic right foot! This time it took less than 45 min-

and arrived at Amanopor around

eagerly fop some serious 4 WD . Slip Ues-gettinggood! } _
sliding up and down, in rmud and Next was the famous " Staircase to Heaven", a series of artificial steps

teeming rain, a couple of winch jobs Made of railway sleepers. 2 years previously | had driven it &l the
wer e needed, but boy did we have fun. way, but by the time we got to it this year it was pretty chewed up.
Rai ned through the night but sun shone Several CVs broke while we watched, so we drove to survive, and
bri ght next day as we once again set made it to the 70 marker, which was about as far as anyone was get-

for anot her exploration of the ting.

mount ai ns j oi ned by Dave, Kayla, Garry After another interminable wait of several hours and along queue till
and Des for the day and the happy ahead, at 2.30pm | called the Team Leader and retired, The reserve
canpers, Alan and Bev and Peter and happily took over, and | packed up camp, got into road trim, and set
Elaine. Sat around the canpfire at offfor Queendand.

night after the ladies all went for a Asit turned out, the delay was so bad they offered 30 points for NOT
refreshing swm in the river. Sunday driving this track, so the reserve only drove the mudhole, and got
arrived all too soon and time to go filthy for his trouble!

home. What a great place this is. See |foundout later that we placed 7th team overall out of 25.

you next trip until then, happy We had hoped to do better, remembering that 2 years ago we got first
Canpi ng! place, but that®how it goes in competition.
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Goodnight Scrub 13th November by Pom

7 lovely vehicles turned up at Torbanlea servo at 8 am on
Sunday morning.

The trip leader being Alan Smalley and his lovely wife
Bev .

The other drivers being myself, the Wheelie's, Graham and
his brother Colin, the M&Ms, Pauline and Dennis  and the
trusty tail end Charlie being Demon des.

We all left the servo at about 8.10 headed towards Good-
night Scrub.

Wetook aleft at Gin Gin turn off crossed the Booyall cause-
way that was hardly even flowing. we all were wondering
what to expect, we ventured on to one tree hill for a 360 de-
gree view of the forestry.

We drove back down the hill to view the very large dam
wall

We took photos and all had a bit of a chat, we saw a few of
those 2 wheel things at the lookout as well.

We then left there to do some ‘four wheeling’ as Smallfry
calsit

He gave us al the option of either turning round or going up
‘Transfer-Case Hill”, Wheeley and

| took him up on his offer, whilst

shuffling the cars around, we let

some air out of our tyres

We all made it quiet easyily but

Smallfry left some nasty scratches

on his chassis no doubt. And Bev

giving Allan a bit of a serve half

way up the hill.

We then attempted “Double Diff-

lock Hill” and were again success-

ful.

We ventured on to ‘Ties Hill’, this

one was for the whole club of course! Every one climbing
up and having fun except me, having three attempts at the
left hand side and digging some rather big trenches. Some

advice from Smallfry and a lot more of the go peddleand | .

was up! .Des coming up after me in the Pajero after he was
considering going round, made it with great ease! He should

have more faith in that truck, its very capable on three .

wheels
We ventured trough the bush and on to have lunch. After
lunch visited Kallawar Hut. Elaine and Peter telling me there
was alady living there at one stage who became quite rude
when they entered her hut. They later found her bogged in
her magna, | wonder if she “swallowed her words quickly”.
Pete said, being the nice fella heis towing her out.
Our trusty leader got uslost in atrack over grown with Lan-
tana , with Smalley and Peter, not wanting to scratch their
vehicles, M&Ms led us through the Lantana. We picked a
new trip leader while Smalley and the Wheelys went round
and caught back up .The new trip leader, Demon Des suc-
cessfully taking us on to ‘Mingo Crossing where we
pumped our tyres back up and checked out the new camping
area.
We then detoured a little going through the tunnel, by this
time it was absolutely bucketing down and it was a much
more enjoyable and a cooler trip home, returning to my
house buy about 6 pm
This was a great experience and we saw a lot of things that
we won't see again with the opening of the Dam

A must do trip again.

FINES

Smalley : For not making it up
the jump and getting shown up
buy Des.

Demon Des. Tailgating up a
hill after Smallfry told us al to
keep our distances.

Wheelie : showing off go-
ing up the jump up in 2 wheel drive and getting his car
dirty.

Graham : winging about the dust because his air con
was hot working.

M+Ms
Des.

Brake light out and selling passengers to

Dennis and Pauline : mostly Pauline due to injuring
her leg threatening to sue the 4wd Club and Dennis for
not knowing if his winch works yet

And me, for
nearly getting
stuck and making
my passenger hit
his head on the
window
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Tibooburraisasmall town once catering for the farming
and mining areas now surviving on tourism. The boys
visited the 2 pubs in town while the girls caught up on
some washing. We al enjoyed the showers and headed
out of town to find a bush camp, which was found just
down the road behind some large rock formations.

Next morning we were back in Tibooburra for more site
seeing before heading off on aloop road taking us to-

Page 6
1 #
ersfromall over going to all places. Head-
ing towards Innamincka on the Old Strze-

lecki track which had recently been graded the dust was unbearable.
We had intended to continue on this track to Innamincka but were
unable to due to road works so we had to take the new Strzel ecki
track for the last 40 odd kms. Road trains use thistrack and itisa
shocker. Thetrack iswide but very bad corrugations.

We stopped and had lunch at the famous pub before heading to Lake
Coongie about 120k’ s out of Innamincka were we set up camp right

wards Cameron Corner. Thefirst part of our journey took on the waters edge. Thisiswonderful spot, which we had all to our

us to Mt Wood and the Out Door Pastoral Museum.
There were |ots of things to see and it never ceases to
amaze me how people survived and made aliving out in
thiskind of country. We continued to Olive Downs and
then to Cameron Corner. There were lots of wild flowers
along this stretch.

Camping at Cameron Corner is by way of
a $5 donation to the RFDS. Paying the $5
is harder than you realize. The bar tender
gives you adrawing pin and a 50c peace.
Y ou put the pin through you $5 place the
50c on the head of the pin and wrap the
$5 note over the 50c. That's the easy bit
now you throw this lump up to the ceil-
ing hoping the pin goes into the ceiling
and the 50c falling out leaving you $5
stuck to the ceiling. Wheely and |, well
we lets say we just did not go to the cor-
rect school.

We were now starting to see other travel-

selves for 2 nights. On the second day we drove around
the tracks of Lake Coongie to takein the views. Rebel
decided to walk across the lake, who said the man up top
had all the power. Mind you the lake was only1.5m deep
but it was a good 2km walk. He slept well that night.

The wind is blowing as we pack up and head back to In-
namincka. We drove the 120km to Innaminckain aveil of
dust reducing visibility dramatically. We headed straight
for the general store for any stocks required. It was odd to
see al the cash registers covered in plastic to try and stop
the dust from penetrating. We were told that the dust
storm would last a day or two. Camping tonight was not
going to be pleasant if we could not find shelter from this
wind and dust. So we left Innamincka heading towards
the Dig Tree but keeping our eye open for any sheltered
campsites.
As we approached the Burke and Wills Bridge we notice
asign that said strictly No Camping. Assuming that meant
our side of the bridge we crossed over and turned right to
follow the banks of the Cooper River for some way and as luck
would have it we found a grassy flat spot protected behind some
cliffs on the riverbank. Perfect let’s have an early day and set up
camp.
Next month:- Cooper River to Birdsville
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PO Box 176
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Meetings at the Shamrock
Hotel

1st Wednesday of every
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Beginning at 7:30 pm
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The timeline for the production of “Tracks’ has changed. A
copy of “Tracks’ (sans minutes) will be given to the club
secretary at the monthly meeting.

The Secretary will add the minutes to the newdletter, and
arrange for copying and distribution.

This means that for items to make the ‘next’ edition of
“Tracks’ they need to be in the editors hands (or preferably
email inbox) during the first couple of weeks of the month.

The editor’s email addressis (for now)
trackseditor@add .on.net

Please note that trip reportsin electronic format will receive
preferential treatment for newsletter inclusion over hand-
written ones (sorry!)

Sponsors

Tracksis kindly sponsored by

Johnnos Camper Trailers ph 4121 7776
www.campertrailer.com.au

Complete Autocare ph 4122 2311
TQ Mechanical Repairs ph 4123 2288

Kingstons Motor Body Repairs ~ ph 4122 1444

And

MBO ph 4122 4477 & 4128 4577
All sponsors have been asked for up to date graphics for
inclusion in the newd etter and online newsletter.

Please support these sponsors who make the newsletter
possible



