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Volume 1, Issue 4 

Stories and pictures from the Club’s biggest event of the 
year: the Fraser Island Clean Up over the Australia Day 

Long Weekend. 
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Thanks to all that went to Fraser Island for the big clean up. The number of vehicles and people from 
our club and the level of support our members gave to this event stunned the association. We would 
have won all the prizes except that the officials felt they had to give at least one prize to another club. 
One the home front we have had some excellent TV coverage on channel 7 Local News. 
 
When organizing events like this it takes a lot of time and planning. Some people were a little critical 
over the weekend about one thing or another so if you have constructive suggestions then lets have 
them or, better still consider helping by getting involved for next year and 
the planning has already started. 
 
Tanya has done a fantastic job in putting the trip together and arranging 
barges and camp sites. It nearly all came unstuck due to staff movements 
within Parks and our camp site booking was not confirmed until 2 days be-
fore the weekend, so don’ t think this job is easy. Thanks Tanya. 
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Swampies (Andrew and Sue Dodd) are leading another trip to Cania Gorge this Show Day, some details fol-
low: 
· Cania Gorge is 3 Hours by road from Maryborough. 
· Facilities at the Big 4 Caravan Park include 
             Showers and Toilets 
             BBQs and camp kitchen 
· Bird feeding every night 
· Heaps of wildlife 
· 2 drives available through to the Goldfields or Kroombit Tops NP. 
· Bushwalks and fishing.          
 
The Swampies need firm attendance no later than at the March Meeting. 
 
From the owners: 
 
Prices are as follows;  
· Powered sites are $26-00 for two people for each additional adult $13-00 per night and each child $7-00 

per night  
· Villas are $95-00 for two people for each additional adult $13-00 per night and each child $10-00 per night  
· Ensuite cabins $80-00 for two people additional people as per villa  
· Standard cabins $65-00 for two people additional people as per villa  
· Included in the price for the cabins is the linen for the main bedroom only. This gives you a choice of bring-

ing your own linen or you may hire from us at $10-00 per set per stay.  
 
We would suggest the cabin bookings be made as early as possible and a deposit of one night stay is required 
to secure the booking.  
We offer a one of 10% discount to your club up to $30-00 per stay. This is the standard big 4 club member dis-
count, so should any of your members not be big 4 members they will receive the discount, however if any are 
members of big 4 the discount wont be doubled up.  
 
If we can be of any further assistance please contact us.  
 
Kind regards  
PETER RANKIN  
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Fraser Island Clean Up 
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Across 
1. Did you call? 
4. He no tell truth. 
10. Wobert’s waterhole is a ware tweasure . 
14. So, what time is the next train? 
15. Me right. 
16. This town’s not silly (not quite). 
19. Are Neil Armstrong’s footprints here? 
22. Pretty flowers in the sand. 
23. Scary man with a drink. 
24. Rocks to point and gander at? Not entirely. 
26. Nice of him to let other boats in too. 

Down 
2. Rocks to the North, rocks to the South. 
3. No opera house here. 
5. His sea if Barbie’s ex were a Scot. 
6. No face? 
7. Isn’ t the term ‘sparkling white’  these days? 
8. Not exactly St. Paul’s. 
9. Not for doing the washing up! 
11. I’ve finished the barramundi. 
12. Stack ‘em high. 
13. Just how big is this body of water? 
17. What Superman gets when he lies on the beach. 
18. Native bird, near the water. 
20. Careful, these can be sharp. 
21. Used with a weely to catch fishies. 
25. To reverse a gowa. 

(Solution next issue) 

By Tracy Darmody 



 
I got to River Heads to be met by a cheerful "Bouncer" ( I love the 
Club©s use of call-signs instead of proper names - and what an as-
sorted collection - Sandcrab, Rebel, Trips, Demon Des, Pom, Bog-
gie, Smallfry, Spanner, Toy Girl and Mick-l-do, to name a few!!) 
who sorted out the barge admin.  
I got into trouble inadvertently by enthusiastically attempting to 
drive on to the barge before being instructed - the man-killer direc-
tor of barge loading sent me to a corner to wait!  
At Wangoolba Creek I drove off and was met at the Kauri camp-
ground by Elaine and Tanya, who directed me to my site, which I 
shared with "Suzi", otherwise known as Lennie. He was bemoaning 
the unfortunate radiator burst of his Zook just before the trip - being 
an ex Zook owner myself, we had common ground (pardon the pun) 
to share.  
After setting up camp, a group set off for a swim at Lake Birrabeen, 
at rally pace - I©m not sure what the hurry was! But we all got there safely and had a great swim.  
Campsite chats decided that 3 trips at least were on for the following day - one to the Valley of the Giants, another to 
Sandy Cape, and another to abandoned timber camps.  
I did an early morning walk to Central Station, along the beautiful Wangoolba Creek, to Pile Valley (so called because of 
the tall, straight Satinay trees used in the past for making piles), and back via road and track to camp.  
Leigh (later given the call-sign "General" after the famous American General in the Civil war) and Sonja navigated us 
without getting lost to the Valley of the Giants. This involves a 10 k loop, a bit overgrown in places, (which made me feel 
intrepid), the highlight being a stop in the forest to have a close look at the huge Satinay and Tallowood trees. There is a 
hiker©s campsite there, which I plan to use one day when I do the 90 k walk from Happy Valley to Dilli - anyone inter-
ested?  
We headed for the beach, and north to Eli Creek, where I had fun floating down in a tube. Then down to check out Eurong, 
where I got a decent Hema map of the island, and back to camp.  
The following day (Saturday) was the clean-up, and we all assembled on the beach at Dilli - very impressive line-up, as 
our club had the biggest workforce of the 12 clubs involved - 29 vehicles. We were given the 25k length between Dilli and 
Hook Point, inland track and beach. After some initial confusion, Trips sorted us out, and between us we walked and drove 
the 50 k, collecting a HUGE amount of rubbish. This ranged from bikini tops! and thongs to chairs, pallets and an enor-
mous wooden cable spool.  
After dumping it all in a big skip near Cornwells Break Rd., we headed for camp, and a rest and refresh before the eve-
ning©s entertainment. This was at Cornwells Break Rd., and was sponsored by Toyota. It included speeches, prizes, free 
food, and entertainment. Well done Toyota and Queensland Parks and Wildlife.  
I had a wild and exciting drive back along the beach to Eurong, in the dark, near high tide, leading a convoy, with a salty 
windscreen and no washers, and no idea where the Eurong exit was! Thanks, Trips and others, for your guidance, or I 

would have ended up at Hook Point and beyond!  
Sunday morning I walked to Central Station and up to Basin Lake. I did-
n©t see another soul, and skinny dipped in the lake for about an hour! I 
had a QP&W pamphlet, and I used it to identify lots of common plants 
and trees, which made the whole Frazer Island experience even more en-
joyable. I spent ages at the excellent interpretative display at Central Sta-
tion, which explains how the island was formed, how and why flora 
grows where it does, and the history of settlement, logging, sand-mining, 
World Heritage listing, and the controls necessary to ensure we can all 
continue to enjoy the island in the future.  
In conclusion, I had a great 4 days - thanks to the hard working club 
members who made it all happen, and thanks to everyone who made this 
new member welcome.  
Jeff (Little Red) Parrott 
 

Photos are from Jeff’s Micro-light flight over Fraser Island. (Thanks Jeff– Ed) 
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Fraser Island Clean Up (cont) 
Trip report by Parrot. 



 

By Gail 
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The time has come for the club to 
set clear guidelines on advertising 
in our Newsletter. 
The editor will present a proposal  
at the March meeting. If you wish 
to have input please contact the 
editor prior to the meeting. 
The proposal will include 
· Pricing, style and size of paid 

adverts. 
· Limited free adverts for mem-

bers’  businesses. 
· A fair use policy, 

For Sale 
Brand new… Winch Bar to suit 75-79 series Landcruiser. $400 
 
Contact Mick-l-do. 



that Big Red was not passable. 
However, this was not the case 
when we arrived and enjoyed crossing and re-crossing on 
all the tracks. Having spent enough time playing and tak-
ing photos we continued on our way. It was not until we 
stopped for lunch that we realized just how bad the flies 

were. White tee shirts turned black, 
food was instantly covered and you 
just could not eat or drink. Back in 
the car windows up air on. It was de-
cided that we would drive until close 
to sunset in an effort to avoid the 
worst of the flies. 
 
Traveling the Simpson you see a di-
verse landscape from the many sand 
dunes to salt and clay pans to distant 
ranges. The colours are fantastic. 
Just about every clay pan we en-
countered dust being wiped up by 

the strong winds. You could easily see just how difficult 
this country would be with just a little rain. On every clay 
and salt pan wheel tracks went off in all directions as 
travelers tried to find solid ground to get across the pan. 
The biggest pan was some 28 km long. Just imagine get-
ting bogged in the middle of that. No trees, no rocks, ab-
solutely nothing to attach a winch cable to. You do not 
want to be here in the wet. 
 
At Poeppel’s Corner we chose the French Line for our 
crossing. We continued a few km down this track before 
making camp for the night. The flies are the worst I have 
ever encountered and it was after dark before we got 
peace.  
 
We were all packed and ready to leave at sun up the next 
morning hoping to avoid the flies well, it did not work. 
We all had our breaky under our fly nets. We continued 
along the French Line and about mid morning as we were 
about to crest yet another sand dune I spot a flag on the 
other side of the dune. I stop and started to reverse down 
when over the top of the dune emerges the strangest 
sight. What the hell is this! A man and a machine. 

The next morning before getting under way Re-
bel had another puncture, this time it was he 
new airbed. Eventually we were off and joined 
the Birdsville Development Road. It was peak 
hour. Just one long continuous line of traffic 
heading to Birdsville. The dust was horrific.  
 
Arriving in Birdsville we went 
straight to the servo to refuel 
and get new tyres fitted to Re-
bels car. We then headed bush 
to find a camp along the river. 
This proved to be a challenge 
with so many people around all 
trying to get the best spots. We 
found a very good spot and fig-
ured that very few people 
would be game enough to ven-
ture along the track we came in 
on. 
 
The little town of Birdsville bursts at the seams 
for the annual races. There were people and 
4x4s every where. The famous Birdsville Pub 
with people spilling out into the street. The car-
nival and stores were kept very busy as people 
wandered around. If you find yourself in Birds-
ville one-day check out the museum it is well 
worth the effort. 
 
Off to the race for the first days racing. In the 
car park we come across some very adventurous 
folks who had just driven across the Simpson 
Dessert in vintage Massey Ferguson tractors. It 
was a fund raising venture for the mentally im-
paired. From their stories they had quite an ad-
venture. We took in some of the races, they 
took some of our money and it was back to 
camp. 
 
Leaving Birdsville the next morning and the 
wind was blowing yet again. A short distance 
out is Little Red and we turned right to find Big 
Red. We had been told a couple of day’s prior 
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The timeline for the production of “Tracks”  has changed. A 
copy of “Tracks”  (sans minutes) will be given to the club 
secretary at the monthly meeting. 

The Secretary will add the minutes to the newsletter, and 
arrange for copying and distribution. 

This means that for items to make the ‘next’  edition of 
“Tracks”  they need to be in the editors hands (or preferably 
email inbox) during the first couple of weeks of the month. 

The editor’s email address is (for now) 

trackseditor@adsl.on.net 

Please note that trip reports in electronic format will receive 
preferential treatment for newsletter inclusion over hand-
written ones (sorry!) 
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PO Box 176 
Maryborough, 4650 

Meetings at the Shamrock Hotel 
1st Wednesday of every month  
Beginning at 7:30 pm 

F r a s e r  C o a s t  4w d  
C l u b  I n c .  
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Sponsors 
 
Tracks is kindly sponsored by 
 
Johnnos Camper Trailers                  ph 4121 7776 
Www.campertrailer.com.au 
 
Complete Autocare                           ph 4122 2311 
 
TQ Mechanical Repairs                    ph 4123 2288 
 
Kingston’s Motor Body Repairs       ph 4122 1444 
 
And 
 
MBO                                  ph 4122 4477 & 4128 4577 
 
 
All sponsors have been asked for up to date graphics for 
inclusion in the newsletter and online newsletter. 
 
Please support these sponsors who make the newsletter 
possible 


