Welcome to the First Tracks in quite

some time...

Inside today you will
find a plethora of trip
reports and photos,
contributed over the
last few months.

Please make the ef-
fort to get your trip
reports (as a docu-
ment) to the editor in
atimely fashion...

A few promised arti-
cles ssimply did not
arrive

A word from the President.

Those of you who attended the December
Meeting will be aware of my focus on
TRIPS - well, we have made an excellent
start — NINE Trip Reports were given at the
January Meeting, and we already have 9
trips/ activities listed on the Trip Calendar !!
Thereis also a comprehensive Competition
Caendar, and many of these events are held
at 4WD parks, where we can not only watch
the competition, but enjoy superb 4WDriving
on all grades of tracks. So far, Members are
going to Tough Tracks at Janowen Hills, and
the annua Tough Dog Tuff Trucks Comp in
NSW. Other Comp weekends we plan to at-
tend will be listed soon, to give plenty of
planning time.

I would like every member to support the
Club by running at least one trip per year.
Whether new to 4WDriving or experienced,
thereis plenty of scope — everyone with a
fourby knows SOMEWHERE interesting,
even if it isjust easy forest tracks, or ascenic
area. Pleasetak to Boggie, our Trip Coordi-
nator, to arrange atrip date.

The Club’ sfinances are reasonably healthy,
and the Committee is reviewing our com-
mitments, our financial investment, and
fund allocation. Recommendations and
proposals will be put to members at Gen-
eral Meetings, as appropriate.

The annual Fraser Island Clean-up ison at
the end of January, and 20 trucks from our
Club will be attending. We'll have aball,
and I’'m sure there will be some interesting
reports at the next meeting!

Remember that the more you put in, the
more you get out, so please get involved,
and help rebuild the Club’ s reputation for
running heaps of interesting trips and other
activities.

Phoenix
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Cleaner-Upperers.

Try to arrange your own
convoys to Rainbow.

Let Boggie know of your
plans.

Make sure that someone
fromyour convoy arranges
to collect permits from
Boggie.
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MembersEquity

Bank
The Super Funds Bank

The night drive at “Dave’s Block” was alot
of fun, but most of the participants (Demon
Des, Boggie, Eagle, Bouncer and Phoenix)
suffered carnage in one form or another.

In my case, it was a broken aternator fan-
belt, about 10 k to go to the block, which
meant no charging and no vacuum, | had a
spare belt, but | decided to drive to the block
before changing it. Des and Boggie hel ped.
First | drove down and up Camp Climb, with
Des hanging on to Phoenix’s Jesus Bar. Bog-
gie followed, no problems.

Then we had a drive around the block, giv-
ing Des the chance to drive the water hazard
in his shortie Pajero. He had to give it heaps,
and emerged with abig grin, but left his
front numberplate on the exit bank.

Bouncer arrived in time for the night drive,
and did the Figure of Eight before blowing a
CV in the“canyon” exiting the creek bed.!
His hydraulic winch couldn’t pull the skin
off arice pudding, so Boggie winched him
out, using a block and 90 degree pull.
Then it was Boggie'sturn —hisGU

nearly lost it’s left rear bumper, and then
broke atrailing

to Childersfor a
late night weld re-
pair by his pal
Ashley.

Eagle had the

OFFROAD

pecvedited Driver Trainipg

» Epoxy Flooring
' Floor Leveling

CARNAGEAT CHILDERS CANYON !!

Saturday 22 December 2007

hills, but was undamaged.

All in, we had aball!

Must do it again, at a better time, when
more drivers can make it (ie: not Christ-
mas holidays!).

Phoenix

n DANLAID
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GLASSHOUSE MOUNTAINS
8 DEC 2007

| left at 5.15 am, via Boggies place to collect 4 Baja Claws (as
spares, in case we needed them - NOT REALLY - Boggie later
sold them to a guy at the Ettamogah Pub !), met Lornaand Dan
at Matilda South, and had breakkie at Gympie McDonalds.
After some minor navigational issues, we met the guys from the
Queensland 4WD Club at the Glasshouse Mountains Lookout -
Geoff and his Dad in avery capable Patrol (Logan Challenge
and Qld Winch Challenge), and Steve and son in alocked and
lifted Cruiser.
After airing down, we set off at 10, Lornataking notes to support the GPS
plots, in the hope that we might be able to find our way around next time.
But it®abig area, and | was lost and disorientated in no time at all ! It©great
being Trip Leader when you don®have to lead!
It had rained earlier that morning, so the tracks were pretty slippery. Jeff cer-
tainly knew where the best ones were. Lorna and Dan shared the driving in
Dan®Patrol, and both did some dramatic drives. The most severe track was
called "Engine Mount", where we all had to winch up a nasty slippery rock
step (see pic). Other notable tracks were "Ball Bearing" and "The Goat Track".
One track looked undriveable without serious panel damage, as Geoff©@Dad drove
it first and dlipped into a deep groove and bashed the rear quarter. After much de-
liberation, | decided that it might be possible to bridge the groove by driving the
Ih wheels high up the bank, using arocky groove for the rh wheels to
hold the truck level. Slow and steady was the go - it worked! Dan fol-
lowed, and made it ook easy (see pic). Boggie decided to risk his panels,
and followed - he went alittle too high, and atree root caused a small
ding- he wasn®happy! (see pic).
The views were excellent, and we traversed the northern and southern
sections of the National Parks and State Forests which surround the
Glasshouse Mountains. We passed close to Mt Beerwah (see pic), the
highest of the Glasshouse Mountains. We® have to climb it on afuture
visit to the area.!
All in al, asuperb day of extreme 4WDriving, with minimal
damage. We were back in Maryborough around 7.30, and left a

lot of mud at the car-

wash! More like clay -

very difficult to dis-

lodge.

Another visit will defi-

nitely be on the calen-

dar next year - Geoff

has kindly offered to

lead us again.

Phoenix.
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ORMEAU, WEROCK, AND CITYVIEW 4WD PARK
17-18 NOV 2007.

| had a great weekend with plenty of serious 4wdriv-
ing - first to Ormeau (Gold Coast), where you can
still access the serious tracks - definitely for well
modified trucks only - the pic of the rocky creek is
the famous "soup bowl!", an ineresting climb!
Then off to Grafton, where | arrived in time to see
the WEROCK Aussie finals on Sat evening - sensa-
tiona !! Won in great style by the amazing Pete An-
tunac.
Slept for afew
hoursin the
truck near Ca-
sino, then up at
dawn for asu-
perb drive
across the Bor-
der Rangesto
Beaudesert. |
explored City-

All in al, asuperb
4AWD weekend.

|® be running trips
next year to Or-
meau (for modified
trucks only), and to
Cityview, Rover
Park, Emu Creek,
Janowen and Black
Duck 4WD Parks -
very few club
members seem to
have been to

these parks -
(Landcruiser
Mountain Park
too).

Phoenix

view for afew hours -what a
brilliant 4WD park, and excel -
lent views. Y ou need to be rea-
sonably confident and have a
good head for heights, (and
preferably lockers) - you can
drive along the ridges and hill-
tops - magnificent views.
Phoenix went beautifully - the
cruise control was awinner -
and my new Mickey Thomp-
son MTZs were excellent on
the motorway and offroad.
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Y ou won®
find Carnage
Canyon
marked on the
map issued by
Landcruiser
Mountain
Park - but you
will find the
Brisbane
River !
[t®atough
track, re-
quiring
raised sus-
pension and
big tyres,
and diff
locks might
be needed
here and

CARNAGE CANYON
LANDCRUISER MOUNTAIN PARK

3 NOV 07

there. Slow and steady
was the go, with plenty
of navigationa help.

A fully transformed
Phoenix led the way,
trying out her Rockhop-
per gears, recently
transplanted from poor
old Little Red. These
crawler gears are fan-
tastic for this type of
terrain, giving plenty of
time to position the
wheels accurately,
without slipping the
clutch and hanging off
the brake. Can®recom-
mend them highly
enough for serious rock
hoppers. Superb control
downhill too - provid-

ing it®amanual box !
Then there was Dan
and (Toygirl) Lornain
Dan®Datto, (Tailspin)
Greg and family in their
big GQ, (Eagle) Scott
in his hot (read over-
heating) Jeep, and Rob
(Boggie) and family in
their big GU Patrol.
Everyone made it
through, with only mi-
nor damage, consider-
ing the tough standard
of the track.

The challenge will be to
driveit in the other di-
rection, up Deadman®
Drop! Last time | had
to winch up.

Phoenix.
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| arrived at Torbanlea Roadhouse at 8.40 am to find all participants
ready to go. After the paper work was attended to we all departed at 9.15am
with Phoenix as TEC, Beno, Lorna, Rebel, Asterix, Wildcats, Demon Des,

Batman and leading was Fieries.

A quick drive to Mount Doongul via Duckinwilla/ School Rd, where
we had morning tea. Rebel and Phoenix tackled the fire break down and back
without incident.

From here the plan became allittle off centre. Phoenix, Rebel, Lorna
and Beno tackled the fire break up to Fairlies Knob, while the rest of us took
some loop roads off our planned route. We all met up again and moved on
down the road. The plan was to have lunch at Biggenden. Forget that plan, it was now 1 pm and we were getting hungry. Some how
we ventured from the planned route and found ourselves on Clifton Rd heading towards Brooweena. South instead of West. Anyway
we stopped for lunch at the old forestry station on Clifton Creek. Deciding to continue down Clifton Creek road we eventually came
out onto the Gayndah Road at 3 pm.. We had to stop frequently to remove fallen debris from the road, however the drive through
was very pleasant and afirst time for many of us.

The day trippers left usto return to Maryborough. | trust they all enjoyed the day. | thank you for attending, your company
made for agreat day out.

That left Wilcats, Asterix, Batman and Firies to head into Mount Walsh NP for afternoon tea and to contemplate whether or
not to climb. That was enough contemplating.... So we moved onto Biggenden and set up camp at Mountain View C/P.

A great place to stay the night. We all had our teain the camp kitchen and chatted away the night.

Sunday looked another top day with the weather not too hot, although storms did continue to threaten through out the day.
Departing camp at 8 AM, we headed for Coongarra Rock. The first track was to Waterfall Rd. A pretty easy track. A visit to the top
of the falls viaa pleasant stroll along the creek. There was trickle of water going over the falls making some of the rock ledges very
slippery, as the Dewberrys found out. First Jolyn dlipping and falling ungracefully on the rocks only to be outdone by her brother.
Jessie managed a triple somersault without pike to plunge into a wash pool full of water. He was quickly extracted by some very
quick hands.

Moving onto Coongarra Rock we stopped for morning tea at a great spot where we had a top view of the rock. The track
here required low range, with steep ascents and descents and quite afew creek crossings thanks to recent rain. We were brought to an
abrupt halt by alarge tree across the road that blocked our way. Firey produced a hand winch and an axe. After some effort and a
lifting hand by all of us the tree was soon out of the way.

Some of us tackled the Coongarrawalk up to the base of the rock. A quite steep 300m walking track that was very rocky. It
certainly had the heart rate up.

The return up the hill out of Coongarra found Wildcats come to a stop halfway up. The motor just stopped. After an hour of
high-tech mechanical wonderment by Wildcat ably assisted by Asterix, the conclusion wasto tow to the top of the hill for lunch.

During the lunch break, Wildcat came to two conclusions. One he was out of petrol (no fuel gauge) and secondly, if you
adjust that new bizzo that he installed on Friday, the motor would run fine on gas. Phew!!

2 PM we were off again back to Biggenden. Here we had a brief stop at the Public Toilets to complete some of the answers
on our quiz sheets. Then onto Brooweena for afternoon teain Brooweena park. Quizz sheets were handed in and checked. The out-

come was a dead heat for the adult quiz. The kids quiz however saw some
very interesting answers. The winner being the youngest on the trip- Jolyn
Dewberry. She excited to receive a prize. All competitors enjoyed a Freddo
Frog for playing.

Getting late — 4.30PM we decide to head back home via North Aramara and
Musket Flat.

The Firies thank everyone who took part in the weekend, we thoroughly en-
joyed your company and look forward to the next trip some wherein the
great outdoors.

Fines. Fieries— not sticking to designated route.

Wildcats — for not remembering the fuel mod he had made only Friday be-
fore and stalling the trip for one hour.

Firey!
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We met at the Torbanlea Roadhouse, and were briefed and provided with maps,

trip documents, and a quiz by awell organized Firey.

We followed forest tracks through Duckinwillato Mt Doongul, where we had

morning tea and enjoyed the view.

Rebel and | (Phoenix) drove down and up the hard track on the other side of Mt
Doongul - abit loose, but no problem
with low tyre pressures and lockers en-
gaged.

Then a short drive to the bottom of the
infamous Firebreak Hill. The convoy,
less Toygirl (Lorna), Beno and Melco,
Rebel (Rob and Sandi) and Phoenix (Jeff
and Dan) followed a roundabout route to
the ridge at the top of Firebreak Hill.

So up we went, Phoenix first, up the
main track - acouple of gnarly steps and
roots, and rutted cambers, no problems,
thanksto ARB lockers x 2.

Rebel next, up the "chicken track”, which was hard enough. Did you have

Thelr(l Beno, up the main track, followed by Toygirl, who managed a bit of both an interesti ng

tracks.

So we were all pleased with ourselves to get up without any dramas. story or piece

The ridge track had a few fallen trees and branches to negotiate beforewemetup ~ Of news that

with the convoy. Coul d have

Somehow we missed the direct track to Biggenden, and headed south along h "
Clifton Creek Right Road to gone nere. -
Brooweena.

Thiswas good for the day trippers,
who were able to turn left and head
home via Maryborough, while the
others turned right for Biggenden
and further adventures.

Thanks for a great day, Firey
Phoenix.
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25th -28th of January isour Clean Up Fraser trip, sadly thistrip is full. However if you want to pay full
price for the weekend you are welcome to join us. This year we will be using the Manta Ray down at In-
skip Point. The cost is $50 per 4wd & $25 per camper you can pay for your ticket on the barge. We will
be camping at our normal spot at Central Station. This year | will be leaving it up to the members to
work out the camping spots for themselves. | am sure we can work this out with out any problems. If
possible let’s see if we can organize some convoys for the trip down there. If you need any more info
please contact me (boggie) on 0408455847

Oth -10th of February isthe Tough Tracks Challenge down at Janowen Hill 4wd Park. Jeff will be
heading down to watch this event. The park is around 2hrs west of Brisbane. There are around 60 4wd
tracks to be driven with all different grades. Thistrip isopen to all classes of 4wd. For more info please
call Jeff Parrott.

10th of February we are holding a CPR work shop at the Darts Hall in Maryborough. We need numbers
for thisevent ASAP so please call Craig Dewberry. Thisis agreat opportunity please take advantage of
it.

9th of March there will be afun day out spent at Toogoom. This trip will be departing from the United
petrol station in Hervey Bay at 10am. Thetrip leader for this days adventure is Jeff Parrott please contact
him for more info.

22nd Of Mar ch Jeff isleading us around out at Cania Gorge you will need to make your own way out
there. Thisisagood trip for you to give some thought to. For more info call Jeff Parrott.

11th —13th of April isthe Tough Dog Tuff Truck Challenge held down at Milbrodale NSW. Y ou know
| don’t need to tell you how much fun thiswill be so try and join Col & Donna Barrett for an action
packed weekend down there. For more info give Col acall.

3rd - 4th of May sounds like a great weekend to spend up at Kinkuna Beach. Craig Dewberry is orga-
nizing arelaxing trip for usto attend call Caig for more info.

14th Of June we are going to have some fun and get involved in The World®Largest Pub Crawl. Craig
Dewberry will be hoping to put agroup of drinkers together to terrorize the pubs of Maryborough. This
should be lots of fun of and we might need some non drinkers to get us home also.



Club Classifieds

For Sale.

2H motor, recent rebuild. Comes complete
with DTS Turbo, gearbox, tailshaft, transfer
case, steering wheel, windscreen, radiator and
coolant, seats, 2 difflocks, cruise control, tyres
and wheels, Troopcarrier body (less rear win-
dow). Currently registered but sold As|s.
$4000.

Call Dave on 4125 4510

Do you have anything to sell??



Volume 3, Issue 1 Page 10

Contacting the Fraser Coast 4wd Club

The Fraser Coast 4wd Club meets on the 1st Wednesday of each
month at the Maryborough Darts hall, in Quarry St Maryborough.
Visitors should contact the member’ s secretary prior to the meeting
to confirm details. Y ou can reach Craig on 0422 429 553.

Our website can be found at www .frasercoast4wdclub.com, follow
the links to our current trip calendar or to our members’ photo gal-
lery.

You will also find email addresses for committee members on the
contacts page of the website.

New Club Shirts

Dave presented the January meeting with a style and fabric
options for our new club shirts. The membership voted over-
whelmingly for the two density cotton shirt and the style was
endorsed.

The sub committee then agreed on colours being royal blue for
front back and sleeves, with ‘silver’ astheinsert. The shirts
will aso include reflective piping.

These shirts are being custom made in Hervey Bay. They will
also feature “Fraser Coast 4wd Club” on the collar.

Name

O xs O xs
Os Os
Ow Om
O O
O = O x
O xx

|:| XXL

Total

Shirts will be $45 each, payable to the club no later than at the March meeting.
Shirts that are not paid for at this time will not be ordered.

Parents wishing to have a shirt made for their children should specify a relevant
children's size on their order form, please note that as these are custom made, all
shirts are the same price.

Some parents have indicated that they will purchase a hirt and have it embroided, this
is fine and can be done at any time (unlike with screen printing). Might | suggest that
we wait until the shirt order is completed.




