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And remember... 

The newsletter is available online… 

 

Go to our website, click on newsletter 
and there it is!... 

 

You will need the latest version of 
Adobe Reader to download the news-
letter. (a link to Adobe is on the page). 

Please forward any feedback to the 
editor on  

newseditor@frasercoast4wdclub.com 

Those members who have provided 
the editor with their email address will 
have received an email notifying them 
that the newsletter has been posted and 
a link with instructions on how to 
download it directly to your computer. 

 

For this month the download address 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

And office holders 
 

               
              Acting President                Rob Bance                         0741 232 519      president@frasercoast4wdclub.com 
 
              Secretary                            Scott Boyce                        0741 230 759      secretary@frasercoast4wdclub.com 
                                                                                                    0428 230 169 
 
              Assistant Secretary            Leigh Staunton                   0741 252 465 
 
              Treasurer                            Elaine Wheelehen              0741 215 962 
 
              Assistant Treasurer            Sandy Bance                      0741 232 519 
 
              Members Secretary            Eve Silvester                      0741 295 332      membership@frasercoast4wdclub.com 
 
              Editor                                 Dave Darmody                   0741 254 510      newseditor@frasercoast4wdclub.com 
 
              Special Events/                  Tanya Boyce                      0741 230 759       
              Publicity                                                                        0402 777 834 
 
              Publicity                             Sue Dodd                           0741 287 690      publicity@frasercoast4wdclub.com 
 
              Fundraiser                          Lorna Sanders                    0741 258 210 
                                                         Katrina Benson                  0741 282 989 
 
              Gear person                        Peter Wheelehen                0741 215 962 
              (Maryborough) 
 
              Gear person                        Ashley Blackburn              0741 940 833       
              (Hervey Bay) 



 
 
 

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 
5th July 2006 

                                              AT SHAMROCK HOTEL 
                            The Vice President Rob Bance opened the meeting at 7.30pm 
 
Present:              Scott Boyce, Tanya Boyce, Dave Darmody, Elaine Wheelehen, Peta Abell, 
                            Allan Smalley, Bev Smalley, Ann Roberts, John Roberts, Colin Graham, 
                            Kevin Pearson, Lorna Sanders, Des Grambower, Ron Bates, Andrew Williams, 
                            Clive Smith, Rob Bance, Sandi Bance, Tammy Joynson, Andrew Beresford, Melco,  
                            Stacey Wicks, Jeff Wicks, Karen Horne, Ross Horne, Katrina Benson, Jeff Parrot, 
                            Andrew Dodd, Sue Dodd, Ron Silvester, Eve Silvester, Lawrence Depasquale, 
                            Pauline & Dennis Telford/Young, Michael Rawlins, Michael Johns, Michael Carl.    
                 
Apologies:          Brett Peters, Peter Wheelehen, Leigh Staunton, Kevin & Eileen Bates, David Wilson, 
                            Andrew Dodd, Sue Dodd, Dan, Greg  & Tash, Mick & Melissa Horninge,  
                            Michelle &  Ash Blackburn  
 
Guests:               Michael Heber, Michael Badcock.  
 
New Members: Nil 
 
Raffle won by:  Jeff Parrot 
 
Previous minutes: The minutes from previous meeting (7th June 06) there was an error in the Treasurers report: as at 30-4-06 
 
Incoming:                Sponsorship for Convoy for kids: Wash ‘n’  Wax / P7 Off road / 
                                                         Unique Garages    $120.00  it should have been  $210.00 
                                                                                                                Club raffle        $  63.00 
 
Forward by: Sue                             Seconded by:  Allan                                      Carr ied  
 
Business ar ising from minutes:  Nil 
 
Treasures repor t: as at 30-6-06 
Incoming:                                        4x Sponsorship for Convoy for kids @ $70.00            $ 280.00 
                                                         Club raffle                                                                     $ 48.10 
                                                         Lions club Hervey Bay                                                 $ 500.00 
                                                         Fines                                                                             $ 7.00     
                                                         Interest                                                                          $ 0.27 
                                                         TOTAL                                                                        $ 835.37 
 
Outgoings:                                      Pay Lorna for raffle                                                      $20.00 
                                                         Stationery                                                                      $ 8.70 
                                                         Convoy Stationery                                                        $25.95 
                                                         QAFWDC 53members @ $11.00                                 $ 583.00 
                                                         TOTAL                                                                        $ 637.65 
 
                                                         Bank Balance:                                                             $ 3580.79 
 
Term Deposit:                                 $ 663.26             ($14.28 interest paid 5/6/06 + reinvested with WBA) 
 
Forward by: Elaine                                       Seconded by: Bev                                           Carr ied  
 
Inwards Correspondence: 

·      Email : Michael Johns  
 

Outwards Correspondence: 
1.    Dave’s sent letter of sponsorship to all past sponsors  

 
Tr ip repor ts read out: 

 
Tanya told about the clean up at Dave’s for the xmas party 



GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 

·    Tanya showed tags she made for committee they were accepted by all. 
 
·    Ten pin bowling night Ring Sue. 

 
·    Scott discussed convoy for kids. 

 
·    The xmas in July was talked about more details in newsletter. 

 
·    Bev told the club that she would draw the colouring comp at the xmas party. 

 
·    Dave told club how many hits the website has had & the amount of downloads was 

great. 
 

 
Upcoming trips / Socials  
 

·     A social night is planned for Ten pin bowling 15th July  Hervey Bay 
Phone Sue  41287690  
 

·     Jeff Parrot night run 14th July United servo 7.00pm Telecom tower 
0741 281613 

               
·     Dave Christmas in July Fri afternoon 21st July – Sun 23rd July  in property 

Phone Dave 41254510 for numbers and leaving times 
Please phone Bev by 14th July for food numbers 
 

·     Club clean up at Pulgul Creek around August 
Phone Lawrence 0423 875 611 / Eve 41295 332 
 

·     Jeff  wants to walk the 90km Fraser Island Great Walk. Jeff is asking if anyone interested 
in walking with him to contact him. He is also asked if anyone who could act as a support 
vehicle to contact him as well. This trip will take about 6 days looking at doing it in Sep-
tember / October holidays please call Jeff 41281613. 

 
·     EARLY BIRD TICKETS for MUD BULLS AND MUSIC   

                    Call Jeff Parrot for more details 0741 281643 
 



TRIALS AT TOOGOOM, 2 July 06  
By Little Red  

 
We met at Lawrence's house at Dundowran on a beau-
tiful sunny Sunday morning - Lawrence, Ashley and 
Blackburn Jnr, Dan, Beno, Malcolm and Katie, and I.  
We drove to Telstra Hill, where we met Greg. (Beno, M 
and K were passengers, as Beno's Twucky wasn't al-
lowed to get mucky (Convoy for Kids next weekend).  
I took the harder left hand route up Telstra Hill, with 
Beno and Katie in the back seat - first a deathly silence 
as we pointed at the sky, then screams as we jumped 
sideways a little up the rock 

step and scrabbled for grip. Then the heavy breathing of 
relief as we got to the top!  
We followed this with a testing track up the side of the 
hill, which I call Staum Gully (because this is where my 
Staum beadlock punctured and the tyre came off!!) then 
to the Three Sisters ( 3 hillclimbs side by side). More ex-
citement and screams from the girls as we found a route 
up. Ashley had several determined attempts, but without 
lockers it wasn't on.  
Then the infamous "Nun's Crack", with it's suspension 
testing chassis twisting creek bed, and the nasty camber ( which I bridged, as it 
was dry, with good grip). We all made it OK.  
We played around on several tracks for a while, including the "Widowmaker" - 
very loose and slippery - I attempted to winch up, but my winch motor decided to 
have smoko. At this point, my passenger (Beno) had enough, and decided to 
walk down!  
For something entirely different, Dan and Greg had fun doing donuts and eights 
in a sandy quarry, and avoided rolling over.  
Soon after, Ashley, Dan and Greg headed for home and family duties, while Beno 
and co. piled into Little Red for a play in another quarry before calling it quits.  
All in all, a fun day  
We subsequently decided to do some of these hard tracks at night, on Friday 14 
July (subject to being fairly dry) - modified trucks only. Call me if you're interested 
0438224482.  Jeff Parrott 



A brief word from your acting President. 
 
Those club members who attended the July meeting are aware that their President elect for the past 
twenty months or so has resigned from that office effective immediately.  
Kevin’s resignation was given in the form of a letter addressed to club members giving a brief descrip-
tion of the new direction of his and Eileen’s life. It appears from his letter that he is taking on the roll of a 
financial advisor and has found himself devoting considerable time to this career change, 
The club, under Kevin’s guidance, has undoubtedly undergone considerable changes, the most obvious 
being the enormous increase in its membership. Club membership is now around 55 cars which equates 
to well over 100 members.  
The club is now in a very comfortable financial position and as alluded to in Kevin’s letter has appeared 
on TV and won awards for it’s participation in community events. 
I hope that Kevin and Eileen will still be able to attend the occasional club outing. 
Kevin thanks various club members for their assistance during his time as CEO and I’m sure that the 
whole club joins me in thanking Kevin for all the work he has done for his subjects and wishing him and 
Eileen all the best in their new venture. 
 
Rob Bance (Rebel) 
 
 

The club was advised in writing of the resignation of Trips as our Club President. Rebel, 
as Vice President will become the Acting President until the upcoming AGM.  
 

President’s Ramblings 

 
Possible Fund Raising Idea/Club Event from Ashley Graham 

I have had an idea for a way for the club to make some money, and hold an event for members and the com-
munity.  
The Fraser Coast 4x4 club Swap Meet 
We could hold it at a suitable size ground, and invite participation from other 4x4 clubs from around the region 
and the state. 
We could charge $10-20 for sellers, Gold coin for buyers to get in, and have or own stand/sausage sizzle. 
It is an annual event in Sydney with the Land cruiser club and is very well attended. 
Any feedback would be appreciated. 
Cheers, 
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TEN PIN BOWLING NIGHT? 
 

Sue Dodd has organised a Ten Pin Bowling night for the 15th of July.  
If you have not already confirmed your spot, please call the Dodds on 0741 287 690 and speak to their 

answering machine. 
 

ARB WINCH CHALLENGE, RD 2, ROCKHAMPTON, 23 - 25 JUNE 2006  
REPORT BY LITTLE RED  
 

I went with Lawrence Depasquale and his dad Jack in their Patrol, so 
it was a pleasant change to be a passenger.  
By the time we drove to Rocky, booked in to a Motel, and got to the 
event it was about 10pm (on Friday).  
We only saw one stage, but it was excellent spectating, as they had 
big spotlights set up. The stage went up and down a sandy gully, re-
quiring 2 winches, a super tight turn, and flat out in the creek bed. A 
Rangie tried too hard, and did a massive backward rollover on to the 
roof, demonstrating the importance of an internal roll cage. Driver 
Brad Cooper and his navvy were shaken but not too stirred - their 
truck was back in the comp. the following morning!  
Another "highlight" was the amazing effort by Team Lada - yes, an actual Ruskie Lada, without 
diff. locks! They had the slowest winch you could imagine, a dodgy alternator, and a row of Dol-
phin torches on the roofrack. But they persevered, and got through most of the stage, cheered on by 
the (inebriated) crowd.  
There were 5 stages on Sat, mainly in and out of creek beds, with one flat chat hillclimb. Very inter-
esting to watch the different techniques used. They ended the day with a "Dash for Cash", which 
was an exciting loop taking about a minute.  
Sunday was the best day, warm and dry. Only 2 stages, but side by side, and great for spectators, 
who could sit on a concrete bridge right next to the track. The track out of the creek had rock steps 

and a steep slippery climb - it was spectacularly drivable, but sev-
eral didn©t make it, and slipped sideways into the bridge.  
The finish was a high speed drive up the creek - one truck hit a 
rock and lost a wheel - this didn©t stop them - they winched her to 
the finish!  
The Lada was hilarious - they demolished a tree to get the best 
line, then used two planks to 
get the front up a rock step! 
They eventually winched up, 
and finished the stage.  
We left before the prizegiving 
(the results aren©t on the web 
yet) and were back in Hervey 

Bay by 6pm. A great weekend.  
Jeff Parrott  
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Fraser Island – Battle of the Idiots 
By Mike and Nicole Johns 

This is not a letter to preach to the converted but more of a general read.  I have been working/
living on the island for the past 3 months & in the near future we will be living there perma-
nently (hey someone has to do it).  Often is a trip through the center, on the most frequently 
used tracks at that.  What shocks me in today’s age is the high number of vehicle accidents.  
Now we can blame some of these on the “backer packer”  industry, but the other half are you & 
me.  It is reported that during the up & coming fishing competition it is the largest gathering of 
four wheel drives in the southern hemisphere.  Accidents will happen, but is ignorance an acci-
dent?  Much debate has been over getting retested for your licence let alone teaching idiots how 
to drive off road to start with.  Prevention is always better than cutting bodies from a vehicle, 
but who are we to enforce common sense?  Fraser is the basis our club & I’d like to put across 
the idea of awareness beatings before they become prospective hospital clients.   
Last week a typical Aussie with the loaded Toyota with fishing rods, esky, tents had just arrived 
at Kingfisher off the 1st barge of the day but was parked wandering around the vehicle scratch-
ing his head & after seeing my Toyota approached asking if he could borrow the spare wheel 
winder.  My immediate thoughts were PPPPPE (prior preparation prevents pi…. poor effort) 
remembered the food, tent, fishing stuff but forgot about the vehicle??? Helped him changed 
the tyre, thanked me & drove off with tyres not deflated for the sand.  Later that same day I was 
down at the jetty & saw him lined up to go back on the barge (swear he was packed for a 2 
month trip) but when I saw the front of the vehicle, it all clicked.  Another head on, I didn’ t 
even bother to ask, that would have made it about the 20th one I’d seen over the past few 
months.   
We only hear about the ones when someone gets hurt, not the weekly ones I see and it is 
weekly.  Awareness could be channelled through Kingfisher Resort’s advertising (to us maybe) 
and also target the fourby rental companies, even if it is a brochure about the common sense ba-
sics required for sand driving, but it needs something and as they drive off the barge it is too 
late.  I’m sure amongst the club there would be plenty of willing people to tell someone else 
how to drive!  As for the fishing competition, let the battle of idiots begin.   
 
Mike & Nicole 
 
Paradise Island Homes 
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WHO:            Christmas in July is open to all members and our more regular ‘guests’.  
 
WHERE:        At the Training Grounds of P7OFFROAD, just off the highway, 10 kilometers 
                      south of Childers. 
 
WHEN:          The weekend of 20-22 July. 
                      Dave (0417 761 610) will be leading a trip up from Mobil Torbanlea at 1630 on 
                      Friday the 20th. 
                      Ross Horne (4123 4651) will be leading a trip up from Sexie Coffee at 0830 Sat
                      urday Morning. 
                      Chev’s (4129 5332)will be leading a trip from Mobil Torbanlea at 1200 Saturday 
                      the 21st. 
                      There are well over a dozen members who now know the way into the Training 
                      Centre, some of them may be leaving at other times. If you are planning to join 
                      any of these three convoys please call the trip leader to let them know your in
                      tentions. 
 
WHAT:          Will we be doing?… Whatever you like, drive around the property,  lead a trip to 
                      Kinkuna, or through the state forest, or just sit around the fire. 
                      Is the club providing?...The club is putting on Dinner on Saturday  n i g h t , a n d 
                      leftovers for breakfast on Sunday Morning. We will be  joined by members of the 
                      Hervey Bay Lions Club who will take care of the food preparation for us (huge 
                      thanks to the Lions Club). 
                      Should I bring?...Everything except Dinner on Saturday and Breakfast on Sun
                      day. Drinking Water. 
                      Facilities are available?...There is a toilet and shower, large covered area and 
                      indoor area to secure our party foodstuffs, we have also organised a large, flat 
                      camping area and a very friendly fire pit and circle. (thanks Scott) 
                      Does it cost?...A gold coin donation per person per night (or day), this will go di
                      rectly to the property owner as a sign of goodwill. 
                      Else should I know?...You will need to sign a waiver to be on the property. The 
                      Centre is set on 350 acres that has not seen much human activity in the last few 
                      years, You are encouraged to remain vigilant in regard to the animal population 
 
WHY:            Because we should all try to get out more, we have never had so many mem
                      bers, yet many of us actually know so few. Please try to be in attendance for at 
                      least some part of the weekend. It’s less than an hour away. Both you and your 
                      clubmates will gain from your attendance. 
 
 
 



A Club Newsletter is only as interesting as the club mem-
bers want it to be. Send in stories, trip suggestions, reci-
pes, whatever. I like to have a stockpile of things to fall 
back on. 

The editor’s email address is…. 

Newseditor@frasercoast4wdclub.com 

I am not afraid of big files... 

Please note that trip reports in electronic format will re-
ceive preferential treatment for newsletter inclusion over 
handwritten ones (sorry!) 

� � � � �� � 
 �
 � �� � � �
0 � 3 �� � �� � 
 � � 	5� � 
 �� � �

6� � � � � � 7�

� � �� � �� � �� 	 � �
� � 
 ��� 
 � �

PO Box 476 
Maryborough, 4650 

Meetings at the Shamrock Hotel 
1st Wednesday of every month  
Beginning at 7:30 pm 

F r a s e r  C o a s t  
4w d  C l u b  I n c .  

Sponsors 
 
Tracks is kindly sponsored by 
 
Johnnos Camper Trailers                 ph 4121 7776 
www.campertrailer.com.au 
 
Complete Autocare                          ph 4122 2311 
 
TQ Mechanical Repairs                   ph 4123 2288 
 
Kingstons Motor Body Repairs       ph 4122 1444 
 
And 
 
MBO                                   ph 4122 4477 & 4128 4577 
 
 
All sponsors have been asked for up to date graphics 
for inclusion in the newsletter and online newsletter. 
 
Please support these sponsors who make the newsletter 
possible 

Club Website 
(under development) 

 
www.frasercoast4wdclub.com 
 

Check out our new website at 
 
www.frasercoast4wdclub.com 
 
This is obviously still under construction and your suggestions are 
most welcome. 


