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And remember... 

The newsletter is available online… 

 

Go to our website, click on newsletter 
and there it is!... 

 

You will need the latest version of 
Adobe Reader to download the news-
letter. (a link to Adobe is on the page). 

Please forward any feedback to the 
editor on  

newseditor@frasercoast4wdclub.com 

Those members who have provided 
the editor with their email address will 
have received an email notifying them 
that the newsletter has been posted and 
a link with instructions on how to 
download it directly to your computer. 
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COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

And office holders 
 

              President                            Kevin Bates                       0741 251 416      president@frasercoast4wdclub.com 
                                                                                                    0427 515 791 
 
              Vice President                    Rob Bance                         0741 232 519 
 
              Secretary                            Scott Boyce                        0741 230 759      secretary@frasercoast4wdclub.com 
                                                                                                    0428 230 169 
 
              Assistant Secretary            Leigh Staunton                   0741 252 465 
 
              Treasurer                            Elaine Wheelehen               0741 215 962 
 
              Assistant Treasurer            Sandy Bance                      0741 232 519 
 
              Members Secretary            Eve Silvester                      0741 295 332      membership@frasercoast4wdclub.com 
 
              Editor                                 Dave Darmody                   0741 254 510      newseditor@frasercoast4wdclub.com 
 
              Special Events/                  Tanya Boyce                      0741 230 759       
              Publicity                                                                        0402 777 834 
 
              Publicity                             Sue Dodd                           0741 247 112      publicity@frasercoast4wdclub.com 
 
              Fundraiser                          Lorna Sanders                    0741 258 210 
                                                         Katrina Benson                  0741 282 989 
 
              Gear person                        Peter Wheelehen                0741 215 962 
              (Maryborough) 
 
              Gear person                        Ashley Blackburn              0741 940 833       
              (Hervey Bay) 



 

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 
3RD MAY 2006 

AT SHAMROCK HOTEL  
 

The president Kevin Bates opened the meeting at 7.37 pm 
 
Present: Scott Boyce, Tanya Boyce, Dave Darmody, Elaine Wheelehen, Peter Wheelehen, Peta Abell,                          
               Allan Smalley, Bev Smalley, Ann Roberts, John Roberts, Eileen Bates, Kevin Bates, Mike Carl,                                                                                         
               Leigh Staunton, Lawrence Depasquale, Ashley Blackburn, Garry Graham, Colin Graham,  
               Kevin Pearson, Dennis Telford, Ross Horne, Karen Horne, Lyn Houston, Gail Houston,  
               Andrew Dodd, Sue Dodd, Ron Silvester, Eve Silvester, Lorna Sanders, Dan 
 
Apologies: Des Grambower, Ron Bates, Katrina Benson, Brett Cummings, Bec Darby, Brett Peters,  
                   Michael Rawlins, Glen Wheelehen, David Wilson, Graeme Wilson. 
 
Guests:       none 
 
New Members: Kevin & Noral Pearson, John & Ann Roberts, Gary & Suzanne Hudson, Lawrence De-
pasquale,  
Nominated by:  Kevin                      Seconded by:  Bev                            Carr ied  
 
Raffle won by:  Gail   Booby pr ize:  Dave 
 
Previous minutes: The minutes from previous meeting (5th April 06) were accepted as being true and cor-
rect. 
Forward by: Kevin                           Seconded by:  Gail                            Carr ied  
 
Business ar ising from minutes:  Nil 
 
Treasures repor t: as at 30-4-06 
Incoming:   3 new membership $105, fines $2, Raffle $ 76, Scrap metal $420, T/Shirts$60          $  663.00 
 
Outgoings:  Pay Lorna for raffle$ 19.40                                                                               $    19.40 
 
Bank Balance:                                                                                                                       $ 3651.47 
 
Term Deposit:                                                                                                                       $  648.98 
Forward by: Kevin                           Seconded by: Garry                           Carr ied  
 
Inwards Correspondence: 

1.    Email : Swampy Blackall range info 
2.    Email : Dave to let know web site was setup 
3.    Email : FWDQLD 4x4 Monthly track closer survey 
4.    Email : to newsletter editor recipes 
5.    Anaconda – camping shop 
6.    Sunshine Coast 4wd club newsletter 
7.    ARB 
8.    TCIS Insurance renewal Due by 31 May 06 
9.    Complete autocare newsletter 
10.  Nganyatjarra council native title unit (WA) 
11.  Stateside – winter ideas  
12.   Cooper  
 
Outwards Correspondence: 
1.    FWDQLD update details and send newsletter 
2.    Dave about newsletter (Thanking him) 



Tr ip repor ts read out: 
 

1.   Dan & Lorna on Kanungra Corroberee 
2.   Kevin Pearson on Water rats trip to Widgee 
3.   Dave on his trip to his property 
 
GENERAL BUSSINESS: 
 

·     Kevin asked that anyone interested in a club shirt to contact Elaine (41215962) as we are 
thinking of doing another run of shirts 

 
·     Kevin asked what they thought of our Club Web site. The response was excellent. Thanks 

Dave for all effort & work involved in this project I’m sure your work is much appreciated 
throughout the club. 

 
·     Tanya asked weather we could add to the calendar& Dave said Yes 

 
·     The nametag issue was raised & much the same discussion was had as last meeting. Club 

members had a chance to voice their opinions before we decided what to do                                                         
Kevin moved a motion that the club issues nametags to club members to be worn at club 
meeting & events  

                  Forward by: Kevin                                 Seconded by: Ron                 
                  Major ity in favor                   Motion carr ied 
 

·     Ashley withdrew sponsorship on nametags after uncertainty weather the club would use 
them  

 
·     Another discussion was held & Allan Smalley showed some concern in the cost. He pointed 

out the club has tried to introduce nametags on two previous occasions and failed. This 
meaning the club would waste money. 

 
·     Dave explained tags were only going to cost around 10 – 15 cents each with very little ef-

fort to produce 
 
·     Another vote to keep nametags majority favored this idea so the motion was carried 

 
·     We were looking at introducing tags at the start of financial year so as this is to be your re-

ceipt of payment & identity card as well. 
 

·     Tanya presented the club with a Water Cooler, which was donated by McDonalds Mary-
borough  

 
·     Tanya also gave Elaine our condolences & a sympathy card on the loss of her mother. She 

also showed a Card which was for Brett & Trish who have had a baby boy 
 

·     Ash announced another open day date yet to be confirmed 
 

·     Scott talked about Convoy For Kids, he explained the rules & benefits of this day. He 
also asked for more volunteers to help on the track & for people who want their car on 
the track. Scott has done a list of  helpers & volunteers (see elsewhere in newsletter), if 
you wish to participate contact Scott to get on the list as numbers are limited 

 



                    Leaving Mon 11th June 2007 0800 
 
We will leave Maryborough  Monday 0800 traveling via Biloela, to Emerald and Winton. 
Then the Kennedy Development rd to Bouila, down the Plenty-Donohue to Gem Tree Roadhouse. 
Take “The Cattle Man’s Run” (4wd.) to Arltunga and on to Alice springs. 
The Tanami Track, Windoo Hill( 4wd.) on to old Halls Creek. 
Up to Kununurra, across the Gibb River Rd, on to King Edward River and Mitchell Falls. 
Back down to Tunnel Creek and Geike Gorge. 
On to Halls Creek, then the Buchanan  Highway  to Daly Waters Pub, Borrolooa and Hells Gate. 
Across to Burketown , Normanton, on to Charters Towers, Emerald and Home, 
This trip is planned to take approximatly 6 weeks.  
 
Those that wish for a shorter trip can leave at Daly Waters to come straight home via Mount Isa. 
 
I know it looks like a long trip but there is a lot to see in W.A. and I am allowing for flat tyres and the 
possible trailer. 
 
Some of the thing’s of interest are: 
 
· Longreach Hall of Fame,  
· Cattle Man’s Run, (4wd only)  
· The largest  ant hill I have ever seen, app 4 meters, high 3 meters wide and 3.5 meters long, 
· Alice springs  
· Kununurra, Ord River Dam,  
· Aboriginal paintings and above ground burial site near the King Edward River 
· Mitchell Falls, 
· Old Mornington Station 
· Barra fishing,  
· Canoeing the Dimond Gorge on the Fitzroy river,  
· Windjana gorge  
· Tunnel creek 
· Geike Gorge  
· Bungle Bungles, 
· [Time permitting, Darwin]  
· Daly Waters pub (a must see)  
· The road to Hells gate has rivers to cross  
· [Cobbold Gorge? ]  
· Charters Towers,   
 
For those interested see Smallfry or ring 41213547 

The President’s Report was unable to be included this month (again) 

President’s Ramblings 

Stacy and Jeff Wicks are distributors of 
‘Cellfood’  on the Fraser Coast. Cellfood can 
be purchased from Luxtons Pharmacy in 
Maryborough. In Hervey Bay, Cellfood can 
be purchased from the Amcal chemists, 
Beachside Pharmacy and Turn 2 Vitamins. 
Any enquiries on Cellfood to Stacy on 4122 
3580 

Smalley’s Proposed Mitchell Falls Trip 
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TEN PIN BOWLING NIGHT? 
 

I was thinking for a change and a bit of fun we could do a ten pin bowling night at 
Hervey Bay on a Saturday night in July. Either the 15th or 22nd. 

I am open to enquiries if anyone is interested either ten pin bowling only or bowling then dinner some-
where open to suggestions? 

I would need to book lanes and tables if anyone is interested either ring me or see me to discuss by end 
of May. 

Cleaning and Stor ing your  Dutch Oven  
(Contributed by Swampies) 

 
There are many opinions on cleaning a Dutch Oven. Not all Dutch Oven cooks believe you can use 
soap in your Dutch Oven. Some cooks suggest never to wash them, others wash them, but not with 
detergent. We have found that a well-seasoned oven will not be damaged by using a few drops of 
dishwashing soap if you have been cooking something really greasy. Just be sure to rinse several 
times to make sure there is no soap residue. If your oven is not well-seasoned, whatever you put in 
the oven will be absorbed into the pot and become part of your next meal.  
Dutch Oven care begins with seasoning, but it©s important to clean 
them properly after each use. Cleaning cast iron is easier than scrub-
bing pots and pans. As soon as possible after using your Dutch 
Oven, scrape out as much food as possible with a plastic scraper. Put 
1 - 2 quarts of hot water in your oven and scrub with a plastic scrub-
bing pad or a vegetable brush. Immediately after washing, dry the 
oven thoroughly by putting it in your kitchen oven at 150 to 200 de-
grees for about 10 minutes.  
Cast Iron can only be dried by heating. Heat dries out the moisture 
in the pores. If a pot is not completely dried after it is used, it will 
rust. The pores must be opened by heating up, and the moisture 
dried out of it. Don\©t let the oven set around after washing, go straight from draining the rinse water 
into the kitchen oven if possible. If you are camping and don\©t have a kitchen oven to dry a Dutch 
Oven, dry it the best you can and try and store it away from moisture.  
Dutch Ovens when cared for, will last for generations. Be sure your oven has been cleaned and 
lightly oiled before putting it away. Try to keep your ovens in a dry, warm place. Remember, mois-
ture with cause cast iron to rust. Leave your lids slightly ajar, allowing the air to circulate. I like to 
store with a paper towel rolled up and sticking out from under the lid. The towel inside the oven acts 
as a wick and will help absorb moisture.  
Tip: Here©s another idea. If you need to store an oven for long periods of time, use a light-weight 
food-grade Mineral Oil and coat the oven, inside and out. It©s cheap and effective. Once you have 
sealed the oven with mineral oil, no oxygen can reach the seasoning and it will last many months.  
With correct use and proper care, a well seasoned oven produces a unique flavor unequaled by any 
other cooking utensil. That©s the Magic, it looks great and tastes even better!  
Biography of the Author: Glea Reno and Dennis Reno are the owners of Dutchovenmagic.com. 
They are based at Billings, Montana and have taught Youth Groups, Scout Troops, Church Organi-
zation and friends what they have learned over years in Dutch oven cooking. 
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Advertising and Sponsorship Policy 

 
Members are reminded of the following from our Sponsorship Policy 
 

Sponsorship by club members 
To qualify for a member’s rate, the member will have been an ‘active, financial, club partici-
pant’  for a period of not less than 12 months. 
Members may have one 1/3rd page graphic editorial of their business per year for free. 
Members may take any of the above options at a discount of  50%. 
 

Other forms of sponsorship by members 
Members may ‘ trade’  their sponsorship for supply of goods, services or skills as deemed appro-
priate by the designated club representative and carried by a simple majority of members at an 
ordinary club meeting. 
 
This could take the form of 

a)         research, development and supply of a new club initiative (ie name/
members’  cards, website) 

b)         offering a real and promised discount to club members (upon presentation of 
their member’s card). 

In the case of a) that member may incorporate a ‘ reasonable’  amount of advertising into the 
product. 
 

Club Classifieds will continue to be available to 
club members whenever space permits.  
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This month’s edition of Tracks had contributions from only three club members. 
It is not the job of the editor to author all 13 pages of the newsletter. 
The production of ‘Tracks’  does not need to be an onerous task, but without the support of club members it 
quickly becomes very difficult. 
I understand that for some club members ‘Tracks’  is just another bit of mail, but I am confident that of the 

53 member families there would be a significant number who would not wish to see it return to the simple, 
bland newsletter of old.  
If you wish to continue to receive a newsletter worth reading, it’s time to contribute. 
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Convoy For Kids Update 

A gentle reminder that the Club’s participation in the Convoy is much greater than handing out balloons. 
The Fraser Coast 4wd Club’s contribution to this amazing fundraising effort has many facets. 
· Collecting Donations 
                             At the Hervey Bay Promo Day on June 3rd at Bay Central. 
                             At the Maryborough Promo Day on June 17 at Station Square. 
                             During the event by driving ahead of the convoy with buckets taking donations from        
              the assembled crowd. 
                             We have also raised $540 already to cover the cost of having an Ambulance present         
              on the day. 
 
· General event promotion 
                             By participation at the promo days. 
                             By ‘ talking up’  the event. 
 
· Value adding to the event itself 
                             Our demonstration track will be a drawcard that will keep visitors at the event for             
              longer, encouraging them to buy a drink or burger for lunch, all of which helps to                           in-
crease the amount raised for the kids. 
 
And, importantly 
· Promotion of our club and the role of community minded 4wders. 
 
There has already been a huge amount of legwork, completed by a few very busy club members, there still 
remain a few key jobs to be completed. 
 
· We need volunteers to help set up the track on the Friday afternoon. We have some, but many hands make 

light work. 
· We need a couple of members to coordinate the setup and conduct of a small information stand for our 

club, highlighting our good works in the past, and what our club stands for. 
· We need volunteers to help with the promo days (note that the Hervey Bay promo day is before our next 

meeting). 
 
If you are able to assist our club in it’s participation ad commitment to this extremely successful and worth-
while cause please call Scott or Tanya on  

PROPOSED TRIP JUNE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 2007 TO LAWN HILL NATIONAL PARK 
29TH JUNE TO 16TH JULY 2007 

 
Hervey Bay to Emerald 
Emerald to Winton 
Winton to Lawn Hill N/P   (3 nights) 
Lawn Hill to Mt Isa 
Mt Isa to Diamantina N/P through Boulia 
Diamantina N/P to Winton through Lake Quarry 
Bladensburg N/P 
Winton to Longreach (2 nights) 
Longreach to Canarvon Gorge (2-3 nights) 
Canarvon Gorge to Home 
 

Roughly 14 days away. 
We need to know interest by the December meeting 
(2006) so that N/P camping areas can be booked. 
 
Contact the Swampys for further information 
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You can now use the following email addresses… 
 
president@frasercoast4wdclub.com        (Kevin)              secretary@frasercoast4wdclub.com        (Scott and Tanya) 
 
newseditor@frasercoast4wdclub.com      (Dave)               info@frasercoast4wdclub.com                (Scott and Tanya) 
 
We have a huge allocation of email addresses and aliases, if you can think of other official 
addresses, please let me know. 
The secretary will automatically receive a copy of all mail sent to any of our addresses. 

 
 

 
 
This proposed trip has come about by a little ladies wish to see Chambers Pillar, N.T. 
To add some variety it is planned to travel through the very isolated Diamantina channel country to Boulia, then across 
the Plenty Hwy to Alice Springs. 
A Play around at Boggy Hole before going to Chambers Pillar, 
Then to Birdsville via the French Line and up and over Big Red. 
Returning home after some 25 nights in the bush! 
 
This trip is for self sufficient campers who love the great outdoors and enjoy bush camping under the stars. Tents or 
swags are the go for this trip. 
 
Trip highlights 
               Cooper Creek      -              Diamantina Lakes             -             Tobermorey Stn                 
               Ruby Gap             -            Alice Springs                     -             Palm Valley                       
               Boggy Hole         -             Henbury Crater                  -             Rainbow Valley                 
               Chambers Pillar   -             Dalhousie Springs             -             Simpson Desert Crossing via 
               French Line         -             Poeppel Cnr                       -             Big Red and Birdsville 
 
The plan is get to NT in four days. This will involve a few long days of 5-600k’s.  Then, slow up and spend more time 
and less travel to take in as many sights as possible each day. Daily travel times should be a  9am start and in camp by 
4pm. 
 
A little about us. We both enjoy camping in spots away from the maddening crowd. We somehow are drawn to the north 
and west of this great country with previous treks to Lake Argyle/Kunnunurra, Kakadu, Burketown – Normanton, Alice 
Springs, Coober Pedy, Camerons Corner, Strezlecki Track, Birdsville Track and many spots up and down the east coast of 
Oz. 
 
We drive a Nissan Patrol 3.0L, basically stock standard. 
 
If this trip stirs up your desire to travel into the outback for a great adventure, then contact ‘Firey 1”  Kevin and Noral 
Pearson. Ph : 4124 1643, email: kpea6759@bigpond.com.au 
 

Simpson Desert September 06 
Page 10 



WATERRATS TO WIDGEE - TRIP REPORT 22ND 
APRIL  
 
1.30pm departure from BP South, trip leaders, Waterrats lead a party comprising Swampys and 
Firies with Smallfry as tail end Charlie south along the highway to Tiaro. From here we travelled via 
Gundiah, Paterson, Dickabram Bridge, Sexton Road then onto upper Widgee showgrounds for 
camp.  
Plenty of time to set up camp and familiarize ourselves with the surrounds. A surprise potential new 
member dropped in. Merv in his Effy (F100) stayed for a chat till late in the afternoon. Then was time 
to clean up and go for dinner at the showground canteen. we all had a most enjoyable meal and a 
chat with some of the locals.  
Off down the road to Wonga Drive-In Theatre. We went for the thrice academy award winning film 
'Backbroke Mountin' ( I don't think I said that right) a film that left us wondering ???? This was fol-
lowed by 'Goal" a moving and emotional film of a soccer player making the big game. By this time 
it's near midnight and trip leader is calling for a 8 am start in the morning.  
Early rise to a great day. Demon Des arrived to join us all for the day’s mystery drive.  
Leaving on time, Waterrats lead us all on a brokeback mountain drive to the Chinese copper smelter 
chimneys at Mount Cora, near Kilkivan. A couple of groups of deer were spotted while passing 
through Webb Brothers’ property. Soon we confronted the first of many steep ascents. Waterrats 
Commissan, Swampy's Patrol and Demon Des's Pajero made short work of the steep and rutted 
track. The Firies took the chicken track being new to 4wheeling. Smallfry got halfway up only to be 
hung up on a rut. After several attempts he successfully completed the climb. From here it was fairly 
easy run through Wrattens State Forest Reserve. Then the track follows the Great Horse Trail 
through to Mt Cora. Many steep ascents and descents tested all vehicles with low range being the 
order of the day. Missing a track off the ridge meant that we reached our destination via Rossmore 
Road. However we were on time to meet up with Chris and her son at their property.  
On Chris's property there are many old mine shafts from which the Chinese mined copper ore from 
1872 to 1875. The ore was smeltered into copper at seven smelters. Three of the chimney stacksof 
the smelters are still standing. One at the end of Rossmore Road has been rebuilt and is heritage 
listed. The other two chimneys we were privileged to view on Chris's property. They were in very 
good condition despite their age. Some remains of the hearth and fireplaces can be seen.  
Chris lead us all to a very steep track to the top of a ridge. Swampy was the only one to tackle the 
climb.  
We would like to thank Chris and her partner, Eric, for allowing us to come onto their property to see 
close up some unique past Australian mining history.  
The return trip found us on the right track back through Wrattens Forest Reserve. 29ks of 4wd with 
may tight and testing turns, ascents and descents. the track wound its way through different land-
scapes from cleared hills covered with hundreds of blackboys. In some valleys there were rainforest 
patches while the ridges were covered in good stands of timber.  
Returning to Widgee Showgrounds at approx 2pm we packed up camp and returned home via the 
same roads we came down on.  
A great weekend. A big thank-you to Waterrats.  
Written by Firey 1 & 2 



The Mary River Dam. 

Tracks has not taken a position on the dam. The details provided herein are for the information of members. 
 
Two websites worth looking at 
 
http://www.nrm.qld.gov.au/water/traveston.html 
 
http://www.savethemaryriver.com/ 

The map can be found here   http://www.nrm.qld.gov.au/water/pdf/traveston.



A Club Newsletter is only as interesting as the club mem-
bers want it to be. Send in stories, trip suggestions, reci-
pes, whatever. I like to have a stockpile of things to fall 
back on. 

The editor’s email address is…. 

Newseditor@frasercoast4wdclub.com 

I am not afraid of big files... 

Please note that trip reports in electronic format will re-
ceive preferential treatment for newsletter inclusion over 
handwritten ones (sorry!) 
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PO Box 176 
Maryborough, 4650 

Meetings at the Shamrock 
Hotel 
1st Wednesday of every month  

F r a s e r  C o a s t  
4w d  C l u b  I n c .  �

�
�
�
�
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Do you have a park map there? If not, there is one on our website www.
caniagorge.com.au, under accommodation.  
 

· 1 x Standard Cabin (no ensuite) No 5 for 3 adults, for 3 nights, is a 
total of $210.00. Linen is provided on the double bed only. Linen hire 
is available for the other beds or BYO. If they want to be near you the 
only option is Ensuite Cabin No 17 at a cost of $251.10.  

· 2 x Ensuite Cabins Nos 15&16 with 2 adults in each, for 3 nights, is a 
total of $216.00. Linen is provided on the double bed only. Linen hire 
is available for the other beds or BYO.  

· Unfortunately powered and unpowered sites are not together.  
             3 x powered sites - I have booked sites No 47, 48 & 49 for you. That 
             way you are directly across the road from the ensuite cabins & 
             powered site 48 has a fireplace 

· 2 x unpowered sites - would camp at either Mungungo, Shady 
Hollow, Rabbit Flat, Wallaby Patch or Bushranger. Starlight will be 
powered by April, 2006. The can choose to be in powered if they like 
and if that were the case then I could book Nos 46 & 50. 

 
As for the deposits, it is most definitely easier for you and us if each family 
ring with their own details and deposits. Deposits can be paid by credit card 
over the phone or cheque/money order to Cania Gorge Caravan & Tourist 
Park, PO Box 222, Monto Qld 4630.  
Should you have any further queries please do not hesitate to contact us on 
(07)41678188 
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Sponsors 
 
Tracks is kindly sponsored by 
 
Johnnos Camper Trailers                 ph 4121 7776 
www.campertrailer.com.au 
 
Complete Autocare                          ph 4122 2311 
 
TQ Mechanical Repairs                   ph 4123 2288 
 
Kingstons Motor Body Repairs       ph 4122 1444 
 
And 
 
MBO                                   ph 4122 4477 & 4128 4577 
 
 
All sponsors have been asked for up to date graphics 
for inclusion in the newsletter and online newsletter. 
 
Please support these sponsors who make the newsletter 
possible 

Club Website 
(under development) 

 
www.frasercoast4wdclub.com 
 

Check out our new website at 
 
www.frasercoast4wdclub.com 
 
This is obviously still under construction and your suggestions are 
most welcome. 


