
... 

� � � � � � �

 
I’m pleased to report that our Upcoming Trips 
Calendar is looking more healthy than it has for a 
long time – my thanks to the Trip Leaders. But 
please, don’ t just rely on someone else to run a 
trip – we all know interesting places accessible by 
4WD – please contact Boggie and run a trip your-
self. 
 
After the last General Meeting on 5 March, the 
Committee had a meeting with the Darts Club 
Committee. The purpose of this was to put faces 
to names, and to discuss their Club’s situation 
and plans for the premises, and our Club’s aspira-
tions. We will report on this in due course. 
  
The major recovery needed recently at Dave’s 
block after the heavy rains raised the issue of 
what do about the cost or replacement of dam-
aged recovery equipment, or trucks damaged as a 
result of a recovery. Generally, it’s an unspoken 
rule, and a moral obligation, that if a Club mem-
ber assists another, and in so doing damages his 
truck or equipment, that the assisted member does 
the right thing and reimburses the cost involved. 
Dave and Tanya had no hesitation in allowing the 

use of their new Maxtrax, which were destroyed in 
the appalling conditions, but were instrumental in 
getting us all out. The Committee felt that as it was a 
Club Promotional Trip giving considerable publicity 
in “4WD Action” , Australia’s leading 4WD maga-
zine, that Dave and Tanya should be compensated 
jointly by the Club and the Members needing Max-
tracks assistance. This decision WILL NOT set a 
precedent, as each case will be judged on it’s merits.  
We felt that a contribution of $40 from each party 
involved was a small price to pay – especially as the 
river broke its banks that night, and any truck left 
behind would have been flooded! So, we trust that those involved will gladly 
contribute to the considerable replacement cost involved (over $500, which 
has been paid by the Club). 
This contribution is voluntary, but ……………………………!!!!!!!!!!!! 
  
To end on a happy note, wasn’ t it good that Councillor Julie Arthur took the 
trouble not only to have a look while the Club was doing it’s stuff at Gran-
ville on Clean-up Australia Day, but followed up with a Certificate for the 
Club, and individual Certificates for those involved – plus a promise for fi-
nancial assistance to the Club next year. Congratulations to all involved, and 
particularly to Tanya for her liaison skills. 
 
Phoenix  
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What a MESSSSS 
What a messss, what a mess that confronted those 
members who took part in Clean Up Australia on Sun-
day 2nd March. 
Target area across the road from Granville tip has be-
come an alternative after hours tip. Maryborough Coun-
cillor Julie Arthur was aghast at what she saw. Tip hours 
will become an issue? 
Our club members met at Granville park at 7 o’clock. 
Tanya saw to the paper work with … members regis-
tered. Col and Donna erected the shade gazebo in the 
middle of the cleanup area. 360 degrees of rubbish, car 
wrecks, timber, bricks, old furniture and a stinking rotten 
mass of household waste just dumped in the bush. Under Tanya’s direction we were all put to the 
task. Everybody pitched in and in four hours we cleared six car wrecks, a bus chassis, five trailers 
of metal and some seven huge trailer loads of gunk. 
Some highlites were the dramatic efforts of Shadow and Duggie in the removal of an old van from a 
lagoon. Great effort guys! 
Graeme Wilson saw that an extra trailer would be handy, so went home and soon returned to the 
coal face. There were plenty of hands to fill the trailers to overflowing. 
New member, Sarah the metal lady was busy retrieving car bodies onto here trailer. All metal col-
lected was purchased for $250. A great effort and thankyou to Sarah and Brenda for purchasing 
the scrap metal. 
Some of our members found the time during the morning to flex their rigs over the numerous 
mounds and through the many water obstacles. Evidence shown by the volumes of mud coatings 
on trucks. 
The day concluded with a BBQ at Ululah lagoon park where Tiny and Karen cooked the snags. 
Thanks guys! A great lunch and some socialising during the afternoon. 
Participants on the day: Jason Phipps, Liam, The Shepherd family, The Horne family, The Barrett 
family, The Carl family, Jason Head, Dave Darmody, 
Graeme Wilson, Kevin Pearson, Tanya Boyce, Sarah 
& Brenda, Ron Bates, Douglas Hansen,Andrew and 
Royce Beresford, Simon Wearing-Smith 
A big thankyou to those who brought along trailers. 

Fines: Sheps – Turned 
up late, like the show 
was over, in a commo-
dore, and had to walk 
in to cleanup central. 
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Snakes Downunder – Childers, January 5th 08 

Meeting at 9am  Snakes Downunder were the 
Coulembier family, Pearsons and Brad Pearson and 
family. 
Met up with reptile handler, Jamie who took us on a 
very informative tour of the various lizard tanks – wa-
ter dragons, monitors, bearded dragons, skinks and 
shingle backs. 
A walk through the ovarium looking for seven species 
of frogs then on through the snake house past the croc 
ponds to the snake pit. 
Here Jamie gave a hands on demonstration of various 
Australian species of non venomous snakes, the larg-
est being the scrub python. We all had the opportunity 
to hold a carpet python and have our photo taken. 
Following a short lunch break we all went back to the 
snake pit to be met by Ian Jenkins who showed off Australia’s most venomous snakes including the King 

Brown  or Mulga snake. Also the Taipan,  Tiger and 
Death Adder. Some of our snakes are 150  times more 
toxic than the Indian Cobra! 
Again we all had the chance to hold the carpet python  
and to hold a two year old saltwater croc for photos. 
At 1.30 we moved to the croc ponds where Ian Jenkins 
assisted by his daughter in training, Julie, encouraged 
“Macca”  a four metre croc from the water.If you think 
that you can move quicker than a croc?..forget it!. You 
will be lunch before you can blink!! 
Jamie fed the female croc “  Mango” who was guarding a 

nest of some 50 eggs. She blasted from the water at 
lightening speed. So fast that Jamie made a hasty re-
treat from the enclosure before he became the main 
meal instead of the dead chicken. 
Again we were able to handle the carpet python and 
more photos of the young croc. We called it a day 
and departed Snakes Downunder at 3 pm. Going 
onto Maminos Icecreams for a chat in the afternoon 
sun before heading home. 
Fiery. 



 

While I have been visiting Fraser Island for over thirty years now I have 
never got bored with its beauty and pristine. I mostly enjoy visiting that 
little spot that is out of the way of the tourist trail. An example of one of 
these spots is Basin Lake. The main walk to Basin Lake is from Central 
station and at just over 3 km it is not on many visitors agenda. 
  
Upon leaving McKenzie’s landing after visiting the Z Force training site 
we all broke up into separate groups making our way back to camp at cen-
tral station. We ended up travelling with Phoenix and the discussion came 
up about Basin Lake. I asked Jeff if he had walked in from the Western 
side. He was aware of the walking track but had never been able to find it. I 
suggested pointing it out to him on our way past. 
We pulled over at the suspected spot and after a quick look around, the 
start of the track was found. There is no signage indicating a walking track 
to Basin Lake so thousands of people would pass this point without know-
ing how close they were to this magic little spot. 
 
The last time I visited Basin Lake was probably twenty years ago and I re-
called how short the walk was. On hearing this (and reconfirming) Jeff, 
Sonja and the kids were keen for a swim. As the crow flies it is about 350 
metres to the lake but by the time you zigzag up the hill it would be closer 
to 800 metres. The first 600 metres are uphill (yes, uphill) and are by no 
means difficult. Once on the ridge you join onto the walk from central sta-
tion and follow the signs down to the lake. 
 
The lake itself is no more than 200 meters in diameter at its widest point 
and is similar to Lake McKenzie in its vegetation, beach and water. It does-
n’ t have that pristine blue swimming area like McKenzie’s simply because 
it doesn’ t get the traffic to move away the mulch and expose the sand under 
the water. We all rushed it for a wonderful cool swim. The boys even 
walked / swam around the perimeter of the lake while we relaxed. In the 
time we were there we only saw two other groups and this was on the Aus-
tralia day weekend. 
 
The walk out was extremely easy being downhill and it was nice to get 
back to the vehicles without raising a sweat unlike walking out of Lake 
Wabby. 
 
Basin Lake is now back on my “must do”  list when taking visitors to the 
island. It is a little gem in the crown of Fraser Island. 
 
Leigh Staunton 

T r ack s Page 5  

� �	 
� � 	 � �� � 
 �



Page 6  V o l u m e 3 ,  I ssu e 2  

During the Clean-up Fraser Island weekend, about 10 trucks led by Phoenix headed for the site of McKenzie©s 
Mill and wharf, this being the closest point by road to the Z Special Unit Commando School on North White 
Cliffs, south of the Kingfisher Bay Resort. En route we stopped for a convoy pic, and were joined by another 
convoy, also about 10 trucks. This made for some interesting "sardine parking" at the small parking area at 
Mckenzie©s Mill - however, they only stayed for 
lunch, and were gone by the time we returned 
from our own Commando "seek-and-find" op-
erations!  
Hepburn Mckenzie purchased the timber rights 
to 400 acres here in 1918, and built a sawmill, 
deepwater jetty using satinay trees (remains still 
standing), timber tramway and village (30 cot-
tages, school and store - stumps and bench cuts 
in the hill can be seen). Due to high running 
costs and industrial disputes (where have I heard 
this before?) the mill closed in 1925. The 
Queensland Forest Service operated the tramway 
and jetty for another 10 years.  
Most of the group opted for the short track 
across the creek and up the cliff - a good choice, 
as it turned out! A few of us followed the old 
tramway alternative route. The track to the Com-
mando School is signposted, but Eve and Noral, 
who had dropped behind Ron and Jeff to take 
photos, missed the signpost. So they headed for 
Lake McKenzie instead! We didn©t know this at the time, but by a process of eliminating alternatives, realised 
this is where they must have gone. Ron and Boggie (the latter in bare feet) covered about 12 km to find them! 
So Ron, Eve and Noral never got to see the Commando Camp! A lesson learned, and everyone reading this 
please take note - FOLLOW CONVOY PROCEDURES, ON FOOT AS WELL AS BY VEHICLE, AND 
KEEP IN VIEW OF THE PERSON FOLLOWING !!  
Anyway, the remains of the camp are interesting, though there is not much left to be seen. Luckily we had 
been loaned a map and other documents by our Campsite Ranger, so we were able to locate the workshop and 

the cricket pitch (see pic of Leigh batting!), as well as the more obvious 
truck remains, and a concrete relief map said to be of the Singapore har-
bour terrain, but much more likely to be the local terrain on Fraser Island.  
Commando training took place here in secret from 1943 to 1945, and the 
school included a cinema, gym, post office, library, lecture huts, boatshed, 
weapons and powder magazines, workshops and a 10 bed hospital ! Train-
ees were pushed to their physical and psychological limits, and the train-
ing included explosives and weaponry, unarmed combat, and jungle sur-
vival They also carried out mock raids on vital installations in Marybor-

COMMANDO CAMP, FRASER ISLAND.  



ough, using folding boats, to place dummy explosives on locations around the city, including Walk-
ers Shipyard and rail workshops.  
Operation JAYWICK in late 1943 was successful in that 14 commandos sneaked into Singapore 
Harbour in 3 folboats (collapsible canoes), and placed explosives on 7 ships, which destroyed or 
damaged 40,000tons of Japanese shipping. The commandos 
used an ex Japanese fishing boat which they called the 
"Krait" (named after a deadly snake), to get from Exmouth in 
WA to Japanese occupied waters near Singapore. The Japa-
nese had no idea who had carried out the raid, and all 14 
commandos evaded all Japanese search patrols and returned 
safely to Australia. This was a huge psychological boost for 
the raiders, and led to Operation RIMAU in 1944. However, 
the Japanese assumed that the raid was carried out by local 
saboteurs, and a wave of arrests, tortures and executions be-
gan - interned POWs in Changi Jail and European civilians 
were targeted. All 14 commandos returned safely to Australia, and 6 of them took place in Opera-
tion RIMAU the following year.  
The objective was the same, but this time a submarine, HMS Porpoise, was used to deliver the raid-

ers and their folding boats to Singapore waters, where they 
captured a small Indonesian junk. They were attacked by a 
suspicious Japanese patrol boat, and some raiders were killed, 
but others escaped, and attacked ships in Singapore Harbour. 
All the commandos were captured and tortured, and some 
were beheaded, just before the end of the war.  
If you haven©t seen it already, there is a beautiful and impres-
sive memorial to the Fraser Island Commandos on the head-
land overlooking Reefworld, in Matthew Flinders Park. The 
stories of Operations Jaywick and Rimau, with the names of 
the Commandos, are engraved on the black marble monolith. 
Well worth a visit, giving an opportunity to reflect on the de-

termination and courage of the Commandos, who trained on our beloved Fraser Island over 60 years 
ago.  
Phoenix  
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Sh i r t s w i l l  b e $ 4 5  eac h ,  p ay ab l e t o  t h e c l u b  n o  l at er  t h an  at  t h e A p r i l  meet i n g .  
Sh i r t s t h at  ar e n o t  p ai d  f o r  at  t h i s t i me w i l l  n o t  b e o r d er ed .  
Par en t s w i sh i n g  t o  hav e a sh i r t  mad e f o r  t h ei r  c h i l d r en  sho u l d  sp ec i f y  a r el ev an t  
c h i l d r en ’ s si z e o n  t h ei r  o r d er  f o r m,  p l ease n o t e t h at  as t h ese ar e c u st o m mad e,  al l  
sh i r t s ar e t h e same p r i c e.   
So me p ar en t s h av e i n d i c at ed  t h at  t h ey  w i l l  p u r c h ase a sh i r t  an d  h av e i t  emb r o i d ed ,  t h i s 
i s f i n e an d  c an  b e d o n e at  an y  t i me ( u n l i k e w i t h  sc r een  p r i n t i n g ) .  M i g h t  I  su g g est  t h at  
w e w ai t  u n t i l  t h e sh i r t  o r d er  i s c o mp l et ed .  
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New Club Shirts 

XS

S 

M 

L 

XL 

XXL 

Total 

Name 

Dave presented the January meeting with a style and fabric 
options for our new club shirts. The membership voted over-
whelmingly for the two density cotton shirt and the style was 
endorsed. 
The sub committee then agreed on colours being royal blue for 
front back and sleeves, with ‘silver’  as the insert. The shirts 
will also include reflective piping. 
 
These shirts are being custom made in Hervey Bay. They will 
also feature “Fraser Coast 4wd Club”  on the collar. 

XS

Ladies cut Mens cut 

S

M

L

XL

XXL

The Fraser Coast 4wd Club meets on the 1st Wednesday of each 
month at the Maryborough Darts hall, in Quarry St Maryborough. 
Visitors should contact the member’s secretary prior to the meeting 
to confirm details. You can reach Craig on 0422 429 553. 
 
Our website can be found at www.frasercoast4wdclub.com, follow 
the links to our current trip calendar or to our members’  photo gal-
lery. 
 
You will also find email addresses for committee members on the 
contacts page of the website. 


