Welcome to the first edition of the ‘ new
look’ “Tracks’.

Thisis‘our’ newsletter.

There are many goings on in an average
month in the life of our club, hereis
where we get to share these events and
stories with each other.

Here are some ways that you can help
to make “Tracks’ the best it can be.

Write an article on something that
you find interesting, it

could be about a favor-

ite camping spot, a

product review, what-

ever.

Contribute your trip
reports, in electronic
format is preferred, but
handwritten is okay
(just give the editor
plenty of time to get it
prepared (did | men-

COLOUR, that’sright we are working
oncolour...

The easiest (and cheapest) way to
achieve colour is online, the editor is
working with the committee to look at
ways to

1. Givethe club an online presence

2. Enable members to download min-
utes and/or newsdletters from a
dedicated site, at their convenience.

tion that electronic form was pre-
ferred).

Photos from trips, socials and gath-
erings, once again electronicaly is
preferred, but | can scan printsif |
have time.

Recipes, activities for the kids...

I nteresting websites/resources.

Handy tipsor DIY techniques.

3. Offer amore attractive product to
our SpoNnsors.

If you have any suggestions, please
make them known, (If you have avery
web-savvy teenager who would like to
design a site, let us know that too!)

As apractice, this months newsl etter
can be viewed here

http://www.users.on.net/~ddarmody/
dloads/dloadpage.htm

Y ou will need to have adobe reader to
read thefile.

Feedback welcome.
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Our original plansto leave at 5.30 on Saturday 15th October were overcome by our eagerness to be there, so we found our-
selves making arrangements to meet at BP South at 3.30 pm Friday the 14th October. With a phone-call from Boggie apolo-
gizing for his lateness, Melco and | decided to go solo asfar as Gympie and wait at Matilda South.

We left in convoy from Gympie - Boggie, Fran & family, Paul, Judy & family, Melco & Beno. Leagh, Sonya & family
were already at Beaudesert and word from them was that the weather there was OK, as we were experiencing rain and
storms. We had several stops along the way with Paul and Judy®little one having caught a tummy bug. | hope that she has
recovered and back to her cheery self.

AsMelco & | were tailendcharlie, we had to explain to Boggie that the yellow light did not mean to go faster. We arrived at
"The Office" at 10pm where we met the "to be" owner Pete and his partner Justine. They escorted usto our campsite, where
we met up with Leigh, Sonya & kids.

We were not allowed any free driving, aslegal insurance issues were at hand because Pete is still in the process of purchas-
ing the property. On Saturday we met up with the Sunshine Coast Jeep Club.

Pete and Justine took us all for aplay. | declined the offer to go down the one hill as| am gtill getting the feel of my new
“Twuck”. It was just as well because | was made recovery person. | even got to pretend that | was really good at reversing.
Hehe.

Boggie & Paul did this hill very well. We returned to camp for lunch then back out for an afternoon play with the flavoJeeps
again. It started to drizzle rain Saturday night and continued till we left the next morning. We decided not to go on the
morning run with the sixteen vehicles from the Caboolture Club. It was just as well because they seemed to be having alot
of difficulty climbing the first hill, owing to the wet conditions.
Thistrip was a great experience and Pete and Justine have the
makings for atop 4WD park.

INGREDIENTS

1kgribs

1 litre bbq sauce

garlic, ginger, chili, to taste
honey/golden syrup

SOy sauce

fish sauce

Worcestershire sauce

Get your spare ribs as lean as possible, you can use baby
back ribs or beef ribs, it®up to you!

Boil theribsin water for 15 mins, add alittle salt, this gets
rid of alittle fat and softens any gristle or bone a bit. strain
in acolander.

Mix all the liquid ingredients thoroughly, add saucesto
taste.

Placeribsflat in abaking tray (adisposable tray saves a
clean up!)

Pour soy sauce over each rib giving it alight coating then
add a light coat of honey/syrup. Allow to sit for afew min-
utes.

Then pour liquid mixture over all the ribs to a depth that
just covers them, cover with cling wrap and let marinade
inacool place for anything over 20 mins ( al day isfinein
the fridge).

Place baking dish in an oven (etc) for about 40 mins at 180
degrees.
Serve with potato bake .....mmmmmmmmm. Rich to be
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A mid morning Sunday start drew quite a little crowd, about
11 am the group of 10 vehicles set off from Matilda south
and headed south along the highway to Tiaro and then we
turned and went off into the sticks to Gundiah, Beno and MJ
therat, in the lead and Gecko tail end, eventually, after a
couple of add onsjoined us at pineapple hill. That makes 12
al up.

Next stop the Gundiah Pub. What an atmospheric little
pub!! The kids and all the adults perched themselves up at
the bar and filled the veranda outside- | think they had to
call in extra staff, but we all had refreshments and a bit of a
chat. Allan (Beno's Dad) filled usin on abit of history and
answered questions about the memoirs he had prepared
about the area, and we had all received a copy of prior to the
trips start.

After the Gundy pub, which we reluctantly left, we headed
for Emery’s crossing about 5 km from Gundiah. Pictur-
esque, and lots of shade, we all found a spot and enjoyed a
leisurely lunch by the Mary river. The kiddies had a swim
and most of us at least had a paddle. A little green tree snake
above usin the picnic area drew

quite afew onlookers and he

seemed of the social type and

checked us all out and gave every-

one agood look. Lorna’ s friend

from the UK especially enjoyed

this.

Beno was to have aladiestyre

change at this point but as she had

promised an early afternoon, she

vowed the ladies drawn out of the

hat would have to change the next

flat tyre on the trip. Lucky for me

there were no flats, as| was drawn

out of the hat. Thank you Beno for the lovely gifts, they
really made our day special. | and 2 of the guests went home
with beautiful hand made pottery which was just gorgeous.
After lunch we drove dowly and dustily back through glen

Bar state forest and through afew gates. No 4wd required
yet, hmmmmm |’ m starting to worry and my hands and feet
are getting a bit itchy. Through some lovely little creeks and
over afew narrow bridges, lots of goatsto see. —at last a
quarry. A few of the guys went for a wander, a couple drove
up the sides which were fairly ordinary hills. On further in-
vestigation there was a BIG puddle of water on the other
side of the mound.

Oh this callsfor testosterone!!

Gecko took hislittle truck and headed in to the pond and
around the mound- not very deep. 2™ go this time a wider
sweep- oh yeah much better the water is half way up the
doors. Everyone was cheering on and wanting to see who
was next. Macca the birthday boy, who | think got a bucket
of Dutch courage in his pressies in the morning decided to
drive to the top of the quarry and come down the steepest,
shaliest part of the quarry and directly into the pond which
was above Beno's breast.
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So with Gecko helpfully directing, Macca half drove and
half dlid into the pond. The pond would have posed no
drama however during gecko’s helping and trying to jump
out of the way as Macca went into the pond- he left the pas-
sengers door open.
Chev was kind enough to give him a business card to have
the water sucked out of his carpets and seats at alater date.
So that was entertainment... Some of the clan decided to
call it aday and an invitation was extended to everyone to
pop out to T bar and visit Steve and Lou’s property for a bit
of adrive. Steve and Lou with Lorna on board led the way
and took with them, Beno, Darren with Dan on Board, Chev
and Glen and Claire. Double D kindly led the others back to
civilisation about three-ish.
After afew twists and turns we drove up a very steep drive-
way to Steve and Lou’ s where we were greeted by afew
horses and many dogs. So after a bit of a snack and feeding
the nags we went on ajourney. (Not before Beno bailing out
of her vehicle to avoid an incident with a huntsman- Melco
our Hero) We checked out the property and had a go at
Beno’s bluff (which Dan appar-
ently blew his CV’son- I'm guess-
ing you are probably supposed to
move the logs out of way before
you do a steep short climb.) Beno
didn’t have any difficulty doing
the climb just turning around on
the other side- lucky she brought
the chainsaw.
Darren went up next and then
Chev. Off we went to the other
side of the property, and onto a
long descent and a steep ascent but
no one had any dramas at all even
Glen's Pajero went up and down.
So with new friends made and a great day had we all disem-
barked and headed off of our own accord for home about
half past five.
Thanks Steve and Lou for your hospitality.
Thanks Beno and Allan for all the preparation.

In attendance- Beno, Chev, Double D, Macca, Gecko,
Swampy, Lorna with Steve and Lou, Darren, Black Patrol
with Dan on board, F250, Glen and Claire Pajero,
Fines:- Beno- misuse of chainsaw endangering her own
vehicle.
Chev- Piking out of the testosterone challenge.
Double D- I'm sure he’ s going for father of the
year nominations or hubby not sure which but well
done Dave!.
Swampy- Keeping his truck clean so he didn’t have
to wash it.
Macca- Too much birthday cheer.
Toy girl and Dan- Where the heck are your own
cars??
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30 Colin Graham
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The day had finally arrived and Trips (leader), Rebel,
Wheely, and Water Rat meet at Matilda South on August
23 to start our anticipated trip to Central Australiaand the
expected challenge of the Simpson Desert.

Our first camp was just short
of St George beside alovely
river flowing in to Lake Ka-
jarabie. An excellent bush
camp site. As we were setting
up camp the peace and tran-
quility was suddenly shat-
tered. X!'XYZ we al hear
Rebal yell. | just don’t be-
lieveit he says. What's
wrong we Enquirer? | can't
believe this. After much em-
barrassment Rebal informs us
that he left his camp mattress
at home. Does not look good
for acomfortable night’s

seep.

The next day we traveled the short distance to St George
then to Lake Bindergolly for alook. Well the lake was all
but dry and only fillsabout 1 in every 10 years and this
was not the year. So we continued on to the small but
quaint town of Eulo. Again we were lucky and found
good bush camping just on the out skirts of the town. Re-
bal was able to borrow spare airbeds that Wheely had car-
ried just in case.

The lure of free showers saw us back in Eulo the next
morning and the small local store had a queen sized air-
bed. Now you think that this would have been the end of
Rebals problems, well the airbed saga continued to haunt
them for some time yet. The 2 main attractions to Eulo
are the Palm Date and Winery Farm and if

you are lucky enough to be in town at the

right time, then how could you possibly

missthe lizard racing. Yesthat’s correct

lizard racing at the first class establish-

ment.

We visited the local Palm Date and Win-
ery farm just on the out skirts of Eulo.
Bill the owner was areal character and
provided samples of various food prod-
ucts and wine all made from his crops.
He then showed us his Spa and mud bath
treatment, which cost $50 for the full
treatment including snacks and wine. We
did not have the time for this but he did
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spend time and explained the virtues of the
mud he uses and smeared some on our

faces at he showed us therest of the place. After the mud had been
rinsed off every noticed that their skin felt different, but it wastime
to move on to Thargomindah.

Of interest was the hydroel ectricity
station driven by the artesian water.
The station was built in the late 1800’s
and still working today although only
limited hours. A bush camp was found
on the out skirts of Thargomindah be-
side dry creek beds. This was the end
of the bitumen as tomorrow we head
to the Stuart National Park in NSW
via station tracks and the Dog Fence.

A few supplies were gathered as we

departed Thargomindah. A few k’s out

and we were on the dirt. About 6

weeks before we departed on the trip

this area was closed to al traffic be-
cause of floods, so we were expecting the tracks to be bad. How
lucky are we with the last floods now well gone the tracks had all
been graded and our pace along these tracks was not limited due to
bad conditions. In fact these tracks were the best we were to encoun-
ter for the rest of our trip. We even made comment that they were
better than the bitumen over the last couple of days. The days travel
to Tibooburra although dusty was uneventful except for the occa-
sional rough section or wash out. For most of the day we saw flat or
very low undulating land full of stones and rocks. After the recent
rains the ground was covered in fresh green growth. It seemed al-
most unnatural.

Next month:- Tibooburrato Cooper River
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Meetings at the Shamrock Hotel
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2 " V4 Tracks is kindly sponsored by
- ]
@ A Johnnos Camper Trailers ph 4121 7776
Www.campertrailer.com.au
The timeline for the production of “Tracks’ has changed. A Complete Autocare ph 4122 2311
copy of “Tracks’ (sans minutes) will be given to the club
secretary at the monthly meeting. TQ Mechanical Repairs ph 4123 2288
The Secretary will add the minutes to the newsletter, and ) )
This means that for items to make the ‘next’ edition of And
“Tracks’ they need to be in the editors hands (or preferably
email inbox) during the first couple of weeks of the month.  MBO ph 4122 4477 & 4128 4577
The editor’s email addressis (for now)
trackseditor @adsl .on.net All sponsors have been asked for up to date graphics for

Please note that trip reports in electronic format will receive  inclusionin the newsletter and online newsletter.

preferential treatment for newsletter inclusion over hand-
written ones (sorry!) Please support these sponsors who make the newseltter

possible



